Evan Joseph Sobjack
October 4, 1991 - April 14, 2020

Evan Joseph Sobjack passed away after a boating accident on April 14, 2020 in
Bellingham. He was born on October 4, 1991 in Khmelnytskyy, Ukraine and was adopted
when he was 13 months old by his loving parents, Brad and Barbara (Heisey) Sobjack.
Evan loved the outdoors and enjoyed commercial crabbing with his dad in Alaska and in
Puget Sound. Evan started playing football when he was seven, and had a lifelong love of
the sport. He was an avid dirt bike rider and liked to ride with friends, his dad and his uncle
Todd. He worked as a plumber’s apprentice at Orca Plumbing for “Hebert”, the “oldest
active and best journeyman” in Whatcom County. Evan’s real love was snowboarding. He
could be seen catching huge air and making it look so easy at Mt. Baker whenever he got
the chance. He loved the community of riders and knew all the regulars. He recently
bragged about riding the closing day at Baker and then the next day he hit closing day at
Stevens. On his last day at Baker he went “bigger” than he ever had. He was always
looking for a new snowboarding adventure. He spent time in Chile and Japan, and most
recently had a backcountry trip planned in Canada with his brother-in-law Jason, before
the virus forced him and his friends to cancel the trip. He was a friend to everyone, had a
huge heart and was a genuine person. Evan is survived by his parents Brad and Barbara
Sobjack, grandmother Arlene Heisey, siblings Curtis (Laura) Lawyer, Alisa (Jason) Gayler
and Chuck (Stephanie) Helms, nieces and nephews Roland, Jackson, Naya, Hannah,
Grace, Mary, Rumsey and Hallie. He was preceded in death by his grandparents Don and
Dolores Sobjack and Mel Heisey, and aunt Debbie Sobjack. A celebration of Evan’s life
will be held late summer or early fall of this year. In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to Summit to Sound Search and Rescue, 1014 W. Smith Rd., Bellingham, WA,
98226. You may share memories with the family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

I had one of the best nights with Evan at my friends wedding. We all ate and drank,
played some music and danced. He definitely knows how to put a smile on
everyone's faces.

Nickia Shepler - April 19 at 05:51 PM

“

I was stunned to hear the news about Evan. I got to coach Evan from flag footbll
through middle school Regulator's. He was super coachable, and really athletic. He
always had a poistive attitude, and loved to hit. It amazes me how many people he's
touched in his life. Friends from my age to his have posted on here, and social media
about the impact he's had on them. I think it's a true testament to his character, and
may his light keep shining. Rest in paradise Evan.

Joshuah Sanchez - April 19 at 12:54 AM

“

Evan was excited about going deer hunting and talked alot about wanting to go. One
day he showed up early to go hunting and we went on a great journey. The hunting
wasn't so good that day, so we set up a beer can we found (not one we drank ).
Evan I believe was shooting a 32 rifle with open sights back about 75 yards, and he
hit the can right off the stump! "You save that can I told him." Sure enough a year
later he bragged about still having that can! Sending our love to Tofe and his family.

Timmer - April 18 at 11:39 PM

“

I'm so heartbroken over the passing of my first love. We spent nearly 3 years
together between 2014 and 2016 and I still talk about our adventures today. He
taught me how to catch my first fish, got me on a snowmobile where I jumped,
crashed and burned and still went back for more (on the Cadillac) . I thought of him
when I went to Iceland and planned a snowmobiling excursion across a glacier, I
would probably never had planned that if not for the times we went out together. He
took me to most all my dream destinations in Chile and we covered a lot of ground
exploring that country. He always tried to make sure I was happy and listened intently
to my stories and observed me closely and with starry eyes. I've never forgotten him

and he will always have a place in my heart.
My love goes out to his amazing family who treated me like their own and his
adventurous friends who likewise treated me like their own and still have hugs for me
when I see them today. Much love to you all. He always spoke highly of each and
every one of you. He was very proud of his family and friends. I can see why.
Jacqueline Camille - April 18 at 11:28 PM

“

I met Evan about 5 years ago at this big snowboarding party called sahalie. Anyone
who was there instantly became family and Evan always held true to that with his big
welcoming smile and hugs every time I saw him. He truly was a sincerely kind and
genuine person and I strive to make strangers feel the way he has made me feel
from the start, like family. He was never too cool for anybody in a culture that is
saturated with "cool". I am so very sorry, his death came far too soon and it has
broken the hearts of many. There is no doubt that he will be remembered as a
legend.

Lauren Criner - April 18 at 09:19 PM

“

Evan was always a good friend to me. Just a great person to be around! His positivity
was infectious and made him very easy and enjoyable. Always with a compliment, he
made feel cool and funny and just simply good about myself:.) We shared passion for
the heavier side of music and he would always send me a song saying, "this reminds
me of you!!" And leave me specific times of the song to listen extra close to. I'll miss
that. He is very special and will be missed deeply. My condolences to his friends and
family everywhere
Brett M.

Brett M. - April 18 at 09:10 PM

“

I have had the pleasure of getting to know Evan over the past year, as he frequented
Dirty Dan Harris Steakhouse where I work. He always sat at the bar and was so
charming and kind. I genuinely enjoyed his presence, and we shared a lot of laughs
together. He told me about how excited he was to go on a snowboarding adventure,
and I was excited for him. I can hear his voice and see his smiling face so perfectly.
Evan and I became friends, and we both always got excited to see eachother and
catch up every time he came in. He made friends easy, and had a quick wit and a sly
charm... I don't think he had a problem with the ladies. He was flirtatious without
being creepy, and he was a great conversationalist. I felt that when he asked me
questions he was genuinely interested and really cared. I am so heartbroken that he
is gone. He was such a good soul and I am so thankful that I have been able to get
to know him. Evan, thank you for your kind spirit. You will be so missed.

Devan - April 18 at 05:36 PM

“

To Evan's close friends and family, I'm so sorry for your loss. He was the brightest
light! Evan was one of my very best friends in middle school. We had the same
address one street apart. I didn't want to move middle schools in 7th grade, but he
took me into his lifelong neighborhood friend group and led me on some amazing
adventures. Our bus ride shenanigans were legendary and we all helped each other
navigate the confusing times of puberty with humor and compassion. When we were
kids he'd talk to me when I couldn't sleep and would sneak me out sleepy time tea to
help me get to bed. He was shy and wouldn't talk much until he did. Evan was funny,
smart, athletic, honest and truly authentic. I always respected how he followed his
truth and what made him happy. He was always kind and was an unconditional
support person even after middle and high school. I regret that I haven't seen him in
a few years, I thought of him Monday when I happened to be in town... I always
thought there would be more time to reconnect and had no doubt that even though
we didn't talk regularly we were both rooting for each other from afar. I don't
understand how this could happen. All I know is that I'm a better person because he
was my friend. I hope wherever he is he is happy, smiling and continuing to do
exactly what he loves. Evan, you're the greatest and I'll miss you forever!!! I'll see
you on the other side bro and don't hesitate to visit
With Love and Gratitude
Always, your forever friend, Jay

Jay - April 18 at 04:53 PM

“

We never met in person. His demeanor stood out. In his voice I sensed patience and
kindness. Tragic loss and all my love to the family and friends. Things don’t always
make sense. I believe he is riding endless pow turns somewhere far better than this
world now. See you In the mountains little bro.

Steven Gregory Hardy - April 18 at 02:25 PM

“

I knew Evan from working up at Baker. He was always a bright smiling face among
the crowd. He had respect and kindness that showed. I will miss seeing him up there
every year. I’m so sorry for your loss.

(tiny) tara - April 18 at 11:25 AM

“

So sorry to hear of Evan's passing, my son Levi played sports with Evan while they
were growing up. He was a good kid and I always liked him.

Chris Johnson
Chris Johnson - April 17 at 10:25 PM

