Ernest Willis Sams
May 28, 1925 - April 19, 2016

Ernie Sams, age 90 of Bellingham, WA passed away on Tuesday, April 19, 2016. Ernest
was born May 28, 1925 in Bellingham, WA to Jacob and G. Oline Sams.
While serving in the U.S. Army during WWII he was awarded a Bronze Star for his
service. He was honorably discharged in 1946. Ernie graduated from Nooksack High
School and later enrolled at Western Washington State College (now WWU), where he
majored in Business. After he completed his junior year Ernie was offered employment in
the Business/Administrative office, where he worked in different capacities and job titles
until his retirement. Ernie was recognized for his for 62 years of dedication and service to
WWU with a party attended by many of his colleagues that he worked with for decades.
He was preceded in death by his first wife Evalyn, with whom he had a daughter Debra.
Ernie was joined in marriage to Arnita (Decker) Fisher on August 23, 1981 and gained four
step-children, Morrison and Sterling Fisher, Crystal Fisher and Betty Gerou. He is also
survived by brothers Robert and David Sams, sister Alice Chowning, many grand, great,
and great-great-grandchildren, and many loving relatives and friends. He was a loving and
dedicated caregiver to his wife Arnita and his greatest concern was her well-being and
happiness.
A celebration of Ernie’s life with military honors at 1:00 PM on Friday, April 22, 2016 at
Westford Funeral Home. Reception following.
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Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

I briefly apprenticed with Ernie when I attended Western (then Western Washington
State College) from 1974 through 1978 and worked as a student in the Controllers
Office. An Accounting Department faculty member, William Sailors, bless his heart,
had helped me find a position as the GI Bill at the time covered very little. Assigned
to assemble a "Fact Book" I was directed to Ernie, who quickly and forever after
became a member of my family. Sure he was a fountain of knowledge about
Western, very capable of putting an accurate number to just about anything, but
beyond that a rock of stable, kind, interesting, funny conversation. Later I was lucky
to return to work at Western and keep in touch with him. Its Easter, 2017 and
wouldn't you know he appeared in a dream tonight, kind, helpful and encouraging,
still a mentor.

Steve Mach - April 16, 2017 at 04:02 AM

“

Ernie Sams was a cool guy. When I first met him the Provost's Office at WWU, he
was about 60 and would wear a black leather jacket to work everyday. We hit it off
right away, because Ernie got along with everybody. He came to Western as a
student and basically never left. For decades Ernie was the go-to guy if you wanted
numbers related to faculty or students. Ask him for info from 1995, 1985, 1975 or
even 1965 and he had it in his files! Every quarter he provided stats to each
academic department which came to be known as the "Sam's Report". He had an
excellent mind. He was cute and funny and kind and tons of fun to work with. He will
be missed by many.
Penny Page

Penny Page - April 23, 2016 at 11:35 AM

“

4 files added to the album New Album Name

Linda - April 22, 2016 at 10:53 AM

“

Carol Fisher sent a virtual gift in memory of Ernest Willis Sams

carol fisher - April 22, 2016 at 10:28 AM

“

Friend lit a candle in memory of Ernest Willis Sams

friend - April 21, 2016 at 11:33 AM

“

Debra, I'm so sorry to learn of your dad's death. I always enjoyed seeing him on
campus and talking with him when he'd call for you. He was a bright spot on campus
and certainly must win the prize for being there the longest. He had a good long life
and I hope that your happy memories of him will gradually take the place of losing
him.
Gretchen

Gretchen Anderson - April 20, 2016 at 04:26 PM

