Elizabeth "Betty" Ann Chapin
March 31, 1935 - March 25, 2019

Elizabeth Ann Quinn Chapin, more commonly known as Betty or Betty Ann, was born on
March 31, 1935 to Clarence Joseph and Beatrice LaVerne Stevens Quinn, in their family
home in DeGraff, Minnesota. At the time of her birth, she had four older brothers: Harold,
Joe, Pat, and Mike. She also had one older sister, Mary Evelyn. Two years later, along
came her little brother, Pete.
Betty lived in the same family home and went to school at DeGraff Elementary School
from 1st to 8th grade. She repeated the 1st grade because she was really sick from
pneumonia that year.
Betty grew up with no telephone, TV, or electricity, so she became very close with her
brothers and sister because they had to talk to each other and work on the farm together.
They would help their dad practice playing 45, a card game that the DeGraff men played
against the men from Morris. The winners would receive a trophy of a “Little Brown Jug.”
They also enjoyed roller skating in Benson and playing outdoor games like hide-and-seek
and baseball.
She never got spanked by her parents; the one and only spanking she ever received was
from her sister’s boyfriend when she was in high school. He told her to never imitate
someone else and to always be herself.
Betty’s dad would never let any man swear in front of her, he would clear his throat and
nod at his little girl standing beside him and make them apologize.
She went to Murdock High School, but only went to school through the 11th grade. She
got married at age 18 to Richard LeRoy Pauli on September 30, 1953 at Saint Bridget
Catholic Church in De Graff, Minnesota. Together, they moved into Richard’s parents’
house closer in Murdock, Minnesota. Her only regret was not graduating from high school.
Betty was very proud of the fact that Harold joined the US Army, Joseph joined the US

Navy, Patrick was in the US Army and Michael in the US Air Force. With her oldest son
Ronald joining the US Air Force and her grandson Benjamin joining the US Navy.
Richard and Betty Ann had nine children, Ronald, Rebecca, Rita, Roger, Raymond,
Ramona, Richard, Rudolph, and Rojean. After moving to Bellingham, WA, in 1965,
Richard and Betty Ann separated in 1966. She married Vernon Chapin in 1968 and along
came child number ten, Rhonda. If you are counting that makes five boys and five girls.
Now she is called Betty not Betty Ann anymore.
Ronald and Rebecca were born in Benson, Minnesota, Rita and Roger were born in St.
Paul, Minnesota, Raymond and Ramona were both born in Glencoe, Minnesota, Richard
was born in Chamberlain, South Dakota, Rudolph and Rojean were both born in
Maysville, Kentucky and Rhonda was born at St. Luke’s Hospital in Bellingham, the same
hospital as her dad Vernon. Later Vernon adopted all nine of the children and raised them
as his own and they took his name.
Growing up in DeGraff, Minnesota being Irish wasn’t just something it was the only thing.
There were only two kinds of people— “the Irish and those who wished they were Irish.”
After being married Betty lived in Benson, Minnesota for a while and then moved to the
West Saint Paul, and South St. Paul. She worked as a bartender in Winsted, Minnesota,
working as a fill in for the bartender that was in the hospital. One guy made a pass at her
and she put him in his place. It was only for a few days.
After coming out West to Bellingham, she worked as a CNA in nursing homes. She
needed to as she was a single mom of nine children. She would work the grave yard shift
and had an 18 year old girl who needed a place to stay, move in and stay with the children
at home while she was at work.
Betty was a very giving and caring person, she would help anyone even taking people into
her home if they needed a place to live. She was very active at Sacred Heart Church,
being on the Social Concerns committee, helping out with the Potpourri of Art show for
many years and worked numerous weddings and funerals.
Betty was the youngest girl and the second to the youngest of seven. If she was gonna
describe herself she would say: “If I know something I know, I know it and it would have to
be proven if I was wrong, and I’m bossy.”
Betty is preceded in death by her parents, Clarence and Beatrice Quinn; her brothers

Harold, Joseph, Patrick, and Mike; her sister Mary Evelyn; her children, Roger and Rita;
daughter-in-law Fran Chapin and her husband, Vernon.
Betty is survived by: her children and their spouses, Ronald Chapin, Rebecca (Bob)
Jordan, Raymond (Donna) Chapin, Ramona (Dennis) Steele, Richard (Freida) Chapin,
Rudolph (Liz) Chapin, Rojean (Denny) Hughes, and Rhonda Chapin; her brother Pete
Quinn; her 16 grandchildren: Allison, Amanda, Amilia, Ashley, Ben, Brandon, Brian, DJ,
Emily, Evan, Jeremy, Jocelyn, Katie, Michelle, Nicole, and Sammi; her 11 greatgrandchildren; her nieces and nephews; and her family at Sacred Heart Church.
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Comments

“

An external video has been added.

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services - March 29 at 03:08 PM

“

St. Vincent De Paul Alms program is still at Sacred Heart thanks to Betty speaking
up at a meeting a few years ago when the powers that be wanted to close St.
Vincent and have everything at Hope House. Betty was my partner in St. Vincent she
was always so kind and welcoming to the clients. Betty also established a little fund
for parishioners who needed a little help at Christmas and Easter she would send out
gift cards stating they were from Sacred Heart even thou they were her funds.She
often welcomed people who were down and out into her home and would help them
get established helping them with bills etc. She was in the first knitting group at
Sacred Heart. She helped with funerals,stuffing bulletins and as a greeter for
religious services. Betty was a vital part of Sacred Heart for many years. She was
like a Little Mother Theresa. She will be greatly missed. Rest in Peace my friend.
Sheila Siebert

sheila siebert - March 30 at 11:24 PM

“

DeAnna DeBoer lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth "Betty" Ann Chapin

DeAnna DeBoer - March 30 at 10:21 AM

“

So sorry for your loss, she was a good and caring person
Your family is in my thoughts and prayers
DeAnna DeBoer - March 30 at 10:26 AM

“

The staff and management of Catholic Community Services in Bellingham offer heartfelt
condolences to Betty's family on the loss of your matriarch. Betty was a familiar face
around CCS for many years, known for her compassionate and generous spirit and the
many ways she contributed to CCS's mission to care and support vulnerable people in our
community. Betty's kindness is her legacy. She will be remembered with great fondness
and admiration for how she lived her life.
Kathy McNaughton (on behalf of CCS)
Kathleen McNaughton - April 03 at 05:31 PM

“

I had the pleasure of being in the 11am choir at Sacred heart with her and Rudy for
many years. She and I struck up a friendship immediately. She did so much for
Sacred Heart. She truly loved God and her faith.
Richie, Raymie, Rudy, Becky, Mona, Jeannie, and Rhonda. Take solace in the fact
that she is with God and all those who passed before her.
She was a fixture at Sacred Heart, and will be greatly missed.
Lynn Toennessen

Lynn Toennessen - March 28 at 09:13 PM

“

She was my second mom, she would pick me up if I called and always loved visiting
with her.... my heart is sad but I know shes with Vern and no pain.... the heavens
gained another sweet angel.

Dianne Kelmis - March 28 at 07:36 PM

“

Samantha lit a candle in memory of Elizabeth "Betty" Ann Chapin

Samantha - March 27 at 09:37 PM

