Edwina Barnsley
April 17, 1923 - August 11, 2012

4/17/1923 – 8/11/2012
Edwina Barnsley, age 89, passed away on August 11th, 2012 in Bellingham, WA. She was
born April 17, 1923 in Santa Fe, Argentina to Muriel and Edwin Cook. She was raised in
Sussex, England. Edwina joined the British Women’s Royal Air Force during WWII. She
married Dr. Alan Barnsley (novelist Gabriel Fielding) in 1943.Following the war, she and
her husband resided in Maidstone, England where she began raising her children and
serving as a busy doctor’s wife and editor until 1966. Edwina and her family then moved to
Pullman, Washington where she lived until 2001. In 2001 she moved to Bellingham,
Washington to be closer to her daughters’ families. Edwina was a devout Roman Catholic
convert, and a compassionate humanitarian; she left a 14 child legacy of perpetual
sponsorship to Childfund International. She wrote 3 books, taught cooking and catholic
catechism classes, loved gardening, lead prayer and literature groups, and assisted her
husband with his creative writing classes. She cooked numerous incredible feasts for
family, friends and students at WSU. She typed and brilliantly edited her husband’s novels,
short stories and poetry. Edwina was preceded in death by her husband Alan, grandson
Edward, daughter Felicity and her two sisters Elizabeth Molyneux and Phillipa Forwood.
She is survived by her children: Michael (wife Louisa), Jonathan, Simon (wife Julia), Mary
Gabriel (husband Douglas), son-in-law Bruce Morris, grandchildren: Diana Fleming
(husband Gray) and Rose Barnsley; Elizabeth, Katherine and Andrew Morris; Josephine,
Madeline and James Vorenkamp; Jake, Charlie and Colette Fleming; Brother Arthur Cook
and many more friends and relatives. Memorials may be made to Childfund International
c/o Alan G. Barnsley family, 2821 Emerywood Pkwy, Richmond, WA 23294, or online at
www.childfund.org. A Funeral Mass will be held at Church of the Assumption in
Bellingham, WA on Saturday August 18th at 11 AM followed by a reception at the home of
Douglas and Gabriel Vorenkamp: 3615 S. Heather Place in Bellingham, WA.

Comments

“

Luncheons with Edwina were always a multi-sensory treat: delicious, home cooked
food, wine, wonderful conversations, and another opportunity to be trounced at
scrabble. Edwina you were a beautiful woman and I won’t soon forget you.

Betsy Gross - January 14, 2013 at 05:31 PM

“

?:Thank you a lot for giving evoyerne a very pleasant possiblity to discover important
secrets from this site. It is usually so pleasant and stuffed with a great time for me
personally and my office peers to visit the blog on the least 3 times in 7 days to see
the newest issues you have. Not to mention, we are at all times pleased for the
tremendous knowledge served by you. Certain 4 ideas in this post are unequivocally
the most suitable I’ve had.

Adeel - September 13, 2012 at 11:06 PM

“

You were a blessing to everyone you touched. Rest in Christ’s peace dear lady.

Cynthia and Thomas Calderon - August 18, 2012 at 10:16 AM

“

It was an honor to be one of many to care for Dina in the last years of her life and
through her to meet other brilliant Barnsleys. Dina handled her diminishing
capabilities with humor and grace. Her brilliance was breath-taking and her love was
encompassing. I treasure our discussions on literature, religion, philosophy, family
and her beloved Alan. As a writer, I am grateful for Edwina introducing me to the
works of Gabriel Fielding, the best English novelist of the second half of the 20th
century. His work and her insights have inspired me in my own efforts. Good night,
Dina. Sweet dreams.

Leslie "Beth" Fairchild - August 17, 2012 at 04:40 PM

“

I will miss you dearly. You were and are a wonderful woman. I am thankful for
knowing yoy and am happy you are in heaven with Aunt Felicity.

Lori Smith - August 17, 2012 at 04:02 PM

“

To enter the Dina home was so much more than the intoxicating smell of new bread,
and the serving of delectable food ….it was the stimulation of varied fascinating
people, real laughter and the enveloping warmth of Dina!s hospitality that made any
visit a real treat. Dina had the extraordinary gift of making so many of us feel special
and included.I can only thank her and her family for such rich memories and so many
good times.
Thank you Dina

Catherine Bicknell - August 16, 2012 at 03:01 PM

“

Over half a century, my family intersected with Dina’s both in England and Pullman
where we were close neighbours. She was a true friend, wise counselor and
generous hostess. I remember vividly the conversations around her table that ranged
from literature and art to personal and family issues. She offered inspiration,
imagination and humour. She will be deeply missed.

Henry Matthews - August 16, 2012 at 01:48 PM

“

R.I.P. Thank you for your kindnesses: tea and homemade bread, my only birthday
cake decorated with real flowers, your husband’s and your’s visit with my mom in
which she got to share her poetry. Also the scrabble games and a few trips to church
with you. I was a lucky reciepient of the love your wide open heart gave. God bless
and my condolences to family and friends.

Debbie Hill (Broyles) - August 16, 2012 at 11:53 AM

“

Edwina Eleornra Barnssley nee Cook has ascended to the next level of reality and is
an Amgel close to God she is still with us She was the most perfect mother a son
could have

Mario Simon George Gabriel Barnsley - August 15, 2012 at 12:28 AM

“

Our two families loved each other from the first moment we met. For many years we
spent every Saturday together in Pullman. First in our swimming pool at the
Statesman Apartments, then at the Barnsleys lovely home, after we had dropped off
the children at catechism. Then we picked them up, and stayed together until we had
high tea in the evening, meaning Dina’s excellent feasts. She was a most wonderful
human being! Always there and always there with a smile! Thank you Barnsleys for
the indescribably beautiful time we spent together. We became one family the four

adults and the 12 children we had between the two families. Thank you, Dina for your
constant love, the fun, the food, the friendship, thank you for being YOU!
Helen M. Szablya (mother of previous Helen Szablya) - August 14, 2012 at 11:01 PM

“

Edwina was truly one in a million, and the only one like her that I have ever known.
We were friends ,family to family, and when our families began to thin out and move
away,she and I remained with the bank of memories of our many happy times
together. She helped me after I lost my wife with her many kindnesses not the least
of which was her sparkling wit. Her good humor and her unmatched cooking
resonate each time I pass by the Barnsley house on college hill. I know that she gave
energy to the muse that drove Alan’s genius. Most importantly, I will always hold in
my heart the faith and love that she exemplified in her last years in Pullman.
Goodbye Edwina, until we are joined again with our spouses.

Tom Kennedy - August 14, 2012 at 12:28 PM

“

A beautiful soul, a brilliant mind, a caring mother and an independent spirit!
We will never forget the many Boxing Days spent with the Barnsley family in
Pullman. Tremendous food, drink and story telling…then playing “In the Manner of
the Word” for hours, becoming increasingly more theatrical and hysterically funny as
the evening wore on. Dina was famous for her steak and kidney pies which had the
most flaky crusts ever! And, her brioche was without match…she taught me the
secrets.
Although she is no longer with us physically, her memory is un-erasable! Alan and
Edwina will always live in our thoughts and our hearts.

Helen Szablya - August 14, 2012 at 12:15 PM

“

We will always remember Dina for her strong wit and wisdom. I learned from her the
grace of listening to a story told by a husband for the n-th time, and always looking
as though hearing it for the first.

Alex Szablya - August 14, 2012 at 11:56 AM

“

dina was always there for us- family and friends-a true friend who helped us with our
life struggles.she spent her life expanding her help and love and circles of those
fortunate to have known her. f

tim esser - August 14, 2012 at 10:02 AM

“

High/Low Tea, lessons of life… and Bread… Mum….. I miss you….

Little John - August 13, 2012 at 08:11 PM

