Doug E. Smith
March 4, 1951 - December 1, 2018

Doug Smith, age 67, passed away unexpectedly while having dinner with his wife and
friends in Bellingham on Saturday, December 1, 2018. Doug had a true servant’s heart,
always placing his family’s needs ahead of his own. He poured his quiet wisdom into each
of his three girls and nephew, his grandchildren and extended family, and also several
mentees throughout his years in business. He was a humble man of great integrity, living
out his principles with consistency and kindness. With a sparkle in his eye, his quick wit,
and a warm smile, Doug’s sense of humour brought joy and laughter to everyone in his
world. He loved learning and you would often find him exploring new ideas from music,
language, technology and health, to spiritual truths and world philosophies. His motto in
life was “one step at a time,” and he approached all of life’s challenges with tenacity and
perseverance. Doug’s rock-solid faith and deep love for the Lord was the foundation of his
life and all his actions. All who knew him were drawn to him and
deeply impacted by his example of grace and compassion. Doug is survived by his loving
wife of 45 years, Ellen, three daughters, Karen (Rick) Rauser, Joy (Adam) Carpenter, and
Amanda Smith, grandchildren Kayla and Jaxon, mother Neta Bird, brother Dave (Brenda)
Smith, sisters Joy (Dave) Gray, Shirley Keehn and her son Brent, and Sandra (Marc)
Morin, and many loving relatives and friends.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Mike Kent - 8 hours ago

“

To the family and friends of Doug: news of his passing reaches me on Sunday
morning. I knew Doug for about 30 years, but did not have much contact with him
over the last 15. I will remember him as a warm human being, caring and patient
colleague, effective communicator, and thoughtful friend. I am truly sorry for your
loss.

Paul McCabe - 8 hours ago

“

So sorry to hear of Mr. Smith’s passing. I remember him as a friendly neighbour, kind
husband, and warm father to Karen, Joy, and Amanda. He always welcomed me as
a neighbour and friend. May his memory be a blessing.
—Lara Aknin

Lara Aknin - Yesterday at 12:04 AM

“

I never had the honour of meeting my dear friend Sandra's brother Doug but am
heart broken for Sandra and all of Doug's family. Sending love to you all
Judy Boisvert

Judy Boisvert - Yesterday at 09:10 PM

“

Doug –
It seems like only yesterday that we met. I remember the morning – the exact place
where you and Ellen sat in the church. Big John Hall was our guest singer that day.
He had been at a convention in Banff the night before that you attended. That’s
where you accepted Jesus Christ as your personal Savior.
Our conversation that morning was the beginning, the first seeds, of a special
relationship. Soon Paul and Wendy Gibeau were right there with you and Ellen and

the people never stopped coming in. Those moments are etched in my mind and I
have shared them over and over.
I can see the two of you, as I stood on the front steps of the parsonage, asking you
to be our youth pastor. That was over 40 years ago! You and Ellen were so excited
even though neither of you knew what that meant. But my kids remember your
passion and excitement.
I don’t remember how it all happened, but soon you were involved and on staff… and
though it wasn’t a lot, even being paid. Those are days I will never forget and will
appreciate forever.
Our birthdays were only one day apart (though not the same year) and because
yours was the day before mine, I would try to find where you were, so that I could
wish you a happy birthday. It wasn’t always easy. Thanks, Ellen, for your help when
Doug was in Europe and I was able to track him down in his hotel.
I am glad we talked just a short time ago and you were so excited about the future of
your kids and grandchildren.
Thank you all for the moments – the love and laughs that we always shared when we
got together. There was travel, booking flights, coordinating the Spiritual Leadership
Conference in Banff, the television taping in Edmonton, editing the programs, and
getting people to run equipment. We even had fun sitting on the stage waiting for you
to balance the cameras. And when you said you would run the sound for the new
building and you kept me counting while you worked at equalizing the mics. I owe it
to you for the ability to count to ten.
Sometimes I wonder if Ellen ever saw you – because it seemed like we were always
working, traveling, doing new things in the ministry that we had never done before –
but you were always willing to try. Your contribution to those years would fill volumes.
And in it all, you were always happy and easy to work with… I could go on and on.
I wasn’t there when you went home, Doug. I didn’t see the angelic conveyance that
whisked you from the earthlies to the heavenlies. I missed hearing the cheering of
the multiple thousands of well-wishers who lined the streets of heaven as you made
your entrance. Hundreds of these are in heaven because of your life. You didn’t
recognize many of these people, and you never saw them personally, but they were
there because of you. What a deep sense of satisfaction this brought to your heart.
I wasn’t there when Jesus appeared to you. As you bowed low He said, “‘Well done,
good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler
over many things. Come and share your Master’s happiness!” (Matt. 25;21) Talk
about a promotion!
Doug you have known pain and struggle, but now you are overflowing with Divine joy
– your Master’s happiness. We wouldn’t take that away from you. We wouldn’t pull
you back to this earthly realm. We are not sorry for you. We are sorry for ourselves.
We miss you.
Thank you for the years of friendship that you shared with us. Thank you for the
support and love that you extended to me, and many, many people.
We won’t be far behind you Doug. None of us will. You were at the head of the line
but we are moving forward in that line, one promotion after another. Before long, we’ll
be standing side by side in heaven learning from you what joy awaits us. Until then,
I’d like to say once again, “Happy birthday friend! My life has been enriched by your
touch.”
- Pastor Dave and Eileen

Dave Lagore - Yesterday at 08:09 PM

“

Dear Ellen and family, Neta, Joy, Shirley, Sandra, Dave, and their families:
I'm so sad to hear of Doug's death. Although I never met him I was ever-hopeful that
I would one day.
My earliest memory of my cousin, Doug, was a photograph that hung on the wall of
our home. It showed Doug with his sisters, Joy and Shirley, posing for a picture,
which would be sent 3000 miles away to my family in Liverpool, England. This
memory is over half a century old, but I can still see him clearly and am sad that we
weren't destined to meet.
Our deepest condolences to you all from my husband. Alan, and myself.
Much love and many hugs,
Arline and Alan.

Arline Smith - Yesterday at 12:09 PM

“

Ellen and Family, I was shocked to hear of Doug's move to Heaven. I recall so many
wonderful memories of being in the sound booth working with Doug, laughing as we
worked. Your family meant so much to me -- from the dinners you shared, the times I
got to hang with the girls, the Flames games we celebrated together. You guys made
me laugh so much. I remember one time you called me over for dinner and said you
were waiting with anticipation my arrival with bells on, and when I arrived, you were
all wearing bells, including baby Amanda. So cute. Ellen I am praying for you that the
void that is left is filled with the love of the Holy Spirit. I also know that Doug is with
Jesus in Heaven, having the best time of his life, moving on to the next phase in his
life.
Love you,
Sherri Hagel

Sherri - Yesterday at 02:14 AM

“

HELLO ELLEN & family SO SORRY TO HEAR OF DOUG'S PASSING . I WIILL
ALWAYS REMEMBER THE TIMES WE HAD POPCORN & WATCHED THE MOVIE
" THE PARTY " WE REMEMBER LAUGHING SO HARD . WHAT A NICE MEMORY
WE HAVE OF DOUG . HE WAS SUCH A NICE & GENTLE PERSON & ALWAYS
WELCOMING . WE KNOW THAT HE IS WITH THE LORD & WE KNOW THE
JOURNEY FOR YOU ELLEN MAY BE HARD BUT SINCE WE HEARD ABOUT
DOUG WE HAVE BEEN PRAYING FOR YOU & THE FAMILY . BLESSINGS TO
YOU & YOUR FAMILY AL & ANN ROBINSON

ann robinson - December 07 at 10:05 PM

“

I have many fond memories of Doug they are full with laughter and fun. He was so
kind and their were many moments that he came to the rescue to find a song on the
overhead at CCC. Sending my prayers and hugs to your family.
Tannis Barr

tannis barr - December 07 at 12:54 PM

“

So many fond memories of after school dinners at the Smith's house in high school
and the unforgettable road trip across Canada. Doug truly touched the lives of so
many with his huge heart and infectious smile. Sending love and sympathy to the
family and friends that have predeceased him. He will forever be in our hearts.

Dorian - December 07 at 12:02 PM

