Donna Hinote Towle
February 5, 1924 - September 29, 2018

Donna breathed her last breath as graciously as she lived on Sat. Sept. 29, 2018. She
was born to Allen “Bus” and Evelyn Hinote on Feb. 5, 1924. She graduated from Mt. Baker
High School with honors in 1941, after skipping the 3rd and 5th grades in Elementary
school, then graduated from Success Business College and worked at Puget Power for
two years. In 1942, Donna enrolled into the University of Washington, where she pledged
Kappa Delta Sorority. She, with her husband, loved their Tyee Season Football tickets for
more than 26 years, she loved watching their games up until the end. She met the love of
her life, Jack G. Towle, upon his return from WWII. They were married in April of 1947 and
moved to Everson. Donna’s parents purchased Hinote’s Hardware and Furniture in 1937.
Jack joined the family business, which thrived for 50 years. Over their lives together Jack
and Donna were members of four dance clubs from Bellingham to Seattle. The Seattle
club was held in Smith Tower (at the time, the tallest building in Seattle), where they were
joined by their fraternity and sorority friends and danced the night away to the big band of
that evening. Donna wanted you to know that she didn’t have a pair of shoes she couldn’t
dance in! They were fortunate to travel the world and met numerous people to whom they
remained lifelong friends. Her many activities included, aerobics, water aerobics, dancing,
walking and golf. Besides her family, her greatest passion was Bridge. She belonged to
four bridge clubs and continued to play at Mt. Baker Care Center until the last week of her
life! Donna was preceded in death by her parents, Bus and Evelyn Hinote, husband Jack
Towle, daughter Stacey Machu, granddaughter Courtney Drew and her sister and
husband Bonnie and Herb Vaniman. She leaves to survive her son, Gregory Towle, her
daughter Shelly (Bryan) McKay and three beloved grandsons, Brad (Kristy) McKay, Dustin
McKay and Darin (Lawanda) McKay. Her seven treasured great-grandchildren: Connor,
Leah, Adison, Austin, Duncan, Jack and Drew McKay, and her nephews Curt (Julie)
Vaniman and their children Eric (Katie) and Kendra, and Scott (“Kimmy”) Pepin and their
children Shayna, Alexandra and Drew. Six days before she passed Donna gathered many
of her family and friends to say good-bye. She felt it was such a gift! Her absence will
leave a very significant void on this earth. Her grandson Darin wrote “A statue in our soul
you will always be.” She loved extravagantly and lived life with a strength, radiance and
passion that was contagious! She delighted in her life filled with joy, laughter and song.

Her Faith and relationship with her Lord couldn’t be rivaled. We would like to extend our
heartfelt thanks to our “family” at Mt. Baker Care Center. They cared for her with all the
love, honor and respect she deserved. It was the perfect home for her in her last couple of
years. Her life was celebrated at a private family burial. In honor of her daughter Stacey,
memorials may be made to the Juvenile Diabetes Research Foundation Northwest
Chapter, 1215 4th Ave #1100, Seattle, WA 98161. You may share memories with the
family at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

Love and prayers to you all, Donna was such a remarkable human being, and friend.
You always felt accepted when you walked into her presence. I will be forever
greatful for the great Blankers addition memories. Until we meet again, love you
Donna.

Becky Noteboom-Moulton - October 21, 2018 at 12:19 AM

“

"It was an honour to know Donna. My parents were close to Donna and Jack I I grew
up knowing Stacey, Shelley and Greg. I will forever cherish memories of our two
families travelling together to a rustic fishing resort in Northern British Columbia,
Canada in the late 1960's, the bridge/high tea parties at Ravensburg Manor and the
trips that Donna so enjoyed with my Mother - Mary Jo Proctor to Europe and Hawaii.
Donna was a generous and kind soul that will forever be missed, but NOT forgotten.
Blessed be to Donna and the family she has left.
With kind regards, admiration and love,
Ray Arthur Graf von Proctor

Ray Arthur Graf von Proctor - October 15, 2018 at 10:44 PM

“

Oh McKay family; Shelly in particular, I just read about Donna's passing. My thoughts
and prayers are with you all. She was such a special lady! I am grateful that I was
able to see her a brief time when I returned to Bellingham.
She was always so gracious and forgave me for calling her "Loraine" for so many
years.
A proud grand and great grandmother she was, She will be sorely missed by so
many.
Take care and many Blessings to all.
With love,
Linda Rhea

Linda Rhea - October 09, 2018 at 03:56 PM

“

A beautiful lady with a kind smile, she was always positive and engaging. We
enjoyed our conversations with her in the years my law business was also in
downtown Everson. We purchased a rocking chair from Hinotes in those days rocked our daughter in it, then eventually our three grandchildren. Still have it! Our

condolences to Donna's family as we reflect on our memories of her. Doug and J.Tim
Shepherd
Doug Shepherd - October 06, 2018 at 09:52 PM

“

A true "lady". Donna had the gift when she greeted you of making you feel like you
were the most important person in the room - she made you "feel good about
yourself". I had the pleasure of knowing her for many years and, although we were
never in the same bridge club, I played bridge with her many times. My family first
became acquainted with Donna and Jack over fifty years ago when we purchased
our first carpet at Hinotes in Everson. Please accept my condolences in your loss. I
know you all loved her so and showed your love in your devotion to her. Anna Moody

Anna Moody - October 05, 2018 at 02:00 PM

“

I am so sad to learn of Donna's passing. She had a connection to my family..in particular
one Aunt of mine. A few years ago my Dad moved into Orchard Park Assisted Living and
Donna lived there too.A friendship ensued.They enjoyed visiting at their dining room table,
mostly nostalgic memories. They also talked about current events in the news.Since I
visited my Dad often, I also was able to connect with dear. sweet Donna. I visited her in her
apartment too. She was a lovely Lady. Special mention of Shelly's care for her Mom.
Donna always loved to brag on her family...she was so proud of you.
Diane E.Moore - October 16, 2018 at 08:55 PM

