Donna Mae Matthews
April 20, 1933 - May 1, 2019

Donna M. Matthews, of Bellingham, WA, took her final journey on Wednesday, May 1,
2019. Donna was 86, born in Canby, MN on April 20, 1933 to Rev. Bruce and Ruth
(Benjamin) Matthews. She spent most of her youth in Iowa and graduated from Drake
University before doing graduate work in Library Science at Case Western Reserve.
Donna shared her many talents working in Germany, California, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Virginia and during a wonderful year in Australia. She loved traveling, learning, and
enjoyed everything from climbing Ayers Rock in Australia to celebrating in her seventies
by zip lining in Hawaii.
After retiring and moving to Bellingham in 1999 she became one of the first Docents at
Whatcom Museum of History and Art and was instrumental in setting up the Art Library in
The Lightcatcher. She spent many happy hours leading tours for the Museum. This was
one of many favorite volunteer endeavors. An enthusiastic hiker, Donna spent the last 20
years exploring many trails with an eclectic and wonderful group of hiking buddies. Donna
was preceded in death by her parents, brother Gordon Matthews and is survived by
sisters, Audrey Liston, Betty Jeanne Miller and Darlene Sheker as well as many loving
and caring nieces, nephews, cousins, friends and neighbors. At Donna’s request there will
be no service. Think of Donna when you hear a hearty laugh! Memorials may be made to
Whatcom Hospice House, 2810 Douglas Avenue, Bellingham, WA, 98225. You may share
a memory of Donna at www.westfordfuneralhome.com.

Comments

“

I was very fortunate, decades ago, to have Donna as one of my supervisors at the
Enoch Pratt Free Library in Baltimore, MD. It always made my day to have any
interaction with Donna, who had a gift for making a person smile (or laugh) and, even
if the person had just fallen on their face, of making them feel like a winner!
It was wonderful to resume contact in recent years via Christmas and birthday cards.
I'm so grateful to have been one of the many lucky people in Donna's sunny orbit.
Such a vibrant, joyful person will surely continue to brighten the world in who can say
how many ways.
Lucille LePage

Lucille LePage - May 07 at 07:23 PM

“

I am so very sorry to hear of Donna's passing. She was one of my favorite people to
share time with. She was always so encouraging and interested in everything! We
worked together as volunteers at the museum. She certainly did more than her
share!
That is a lovely picture of her. Will miss you Donna. ( Visit with Dave ... he will give
you a ride in his orange and yellow camouflaged convertible.)

Nita Grinstead - May 05 at 11:36 PM

