Donna J. Arnason
December 28, 1929 - June 8, 2014

Donna June Valdason was born on December 28, 1929 in Blaine, Washington to Adolph
and Katherine Valdason, and passed away on June 8, 2014 in Lynden, Washington. She
went to school in Blaine and Lynden, graduating from Lynden High School. She also
attended Colorado Women’s College in Denver. She met her future husband, Hal Arnason
Jr, at the Birch Bay Roller Rink and they were married on Valentine’s Day in 1949. They
were blessed to enjoy 60 years of marriage. They moved to Seattle while Hal finished
college at the University of Washington and then returned to Bellingham for the remainder
of their lives. Donna and Hal raised five children in Bellingham; Hal (Darla), Kim (Margo),
Shelli Lentz (Roy), Tod (Virginia) and Kathi Berry (Michael). She leaves 15 grandchildren
and 14 great grandchildren. Donna was preceded in death by her parents and her
husband. She is survived by her sister Joene Thompson and husband Mark who live in
Belfair, WA. Donna was devoted to her family and was present at most, if not all, of the
school activities and sporting events of her children and grandchildren. She was also an
avid University of Washington supporter and loved to go with Hal Jr to Seattle and across
the country to attend the football games of her beloved Huskies. Donna was a long time
member of St. Paul’s Episcopal Church.In lieu of flowers donations to St. Paul’s Church,
the Salvation Army or the Light House Mission would be gratefully accepted. Visitation will
be held at Westford Funeral Home on Monday, June 16th from 4-6 PM. A Funeral Service
will be held at St. Paul’s Episcopal Church on Tuesday, June 17th at 11 AM. Reception
following. The Rev. Charles W. Whitmore will be officiating.

Events
JUN
16

Visitation

04:00PM - 06:00PM

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Services
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

JUN
17

Service

11:00AM

St. Paul's Episcopal Church
2117 Walnut, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Mama and Daddy are dancing! We love you both!
Shelli Jo Lentz

Shelli - June 25, 2014 at 01:00 PM

“

I worked for several summers as an aide to Hal Arnason and Clayton Carr when they
ran the summer youth baseball program in Bellingham. I recall Hal's giving Clayton
and me the news that he was marrying Donna.
As a Bellingham HS student I attended a conference at the UW. I stopped by to see
the Arnasons and caught a ride back to Bellingham with Hal's parents.
Donna had freshly baked a couple dozen cookies; I ate at least half of them. She put
another batch in the oven and asked if I wanted more.
I left the Northwest for many years but kept up with the Arnasons from a distance.
They lived full, contributing lives and raised a wonderful family.
Ted Van Dyk

Ted - June 25, 2014 at 01:00 PM

“

Our condolences to the Arnason family. We were so sorry to hear about your
mother's passing. Our thoughts are with you all.
Steve & Donna Erickson

Erickson - June 25, 2014 at 12:59 PM

“

You are a special cousin, Donna. I will miss you deeply but I'm happy that you're with
your beloved Hal and the rest of our family who've passed.I know Murray will miss
you also. Much love

Karen Segal - June 25, 2014 at 12:57 PM

“

I will miss you my beautiful Icelandic cousin.God Bless you.

Robert Reed - June 25, 2014 at 12:57 PM

“

I´ll be thinking of you both, especially on those full moon nights. Thank you for
always cheering for me Donnie, on the court and in life. I love and miss you dearly.

Jennifer Arnason - June 25, 2014 at 12:56 PM

“

Shelli Jo Lentz my prayers are with you & your family. Much love to you all.

Suzanne Hull - June 25, 2014 at 12:55 PM

“

Hal Jr and family, I am so sorry for your loss. I dont know if you remember me . I
lived across the street from your grandmother on H street many years ago and
worked for Morris Piha . My prayers go out to all of you. God bless.

Tony Volchok - June 25, 2014 at 12:55 PM

“

Donna was so special to me. We spent a few hours together every Friday for 28
years. She loved and was so proud of her family.. I will miss her.
Mary Jo Gran

Guest - June 25, 2014 at 12:54 PM

“

May your hearts soon be filled with wonderful memories of joyful times together as
you celebrate a life well lived.
Pascual & Brenda Martinez

Martinez - June 25, 2014 at 12:53 PM

“

We have lovely memories of shared events with Donna and Hal during the many
years Hal and Dave were on the St. Joseph Hospital board. Donna and Dave teased
each other unmercifully and she had a wonderful sense of humor. Her loyalty to
family was legendary. What a cheerleader and what a gorgeous lady! We are sorry
for your loss.
Dave and Dottie Nichols

Dave Nichols - June 16, 2014 at 12:25 AM

“

Dear cousins, I am so sorry to hear of Donna's passing. She was a wonderful, caring
woman and will be so missed. I still remember how much her way of recounting
memories made me laugh. I pray that you find comfort in your memories. Love,
Laurie Ann, Sean, and Oliver Garner

Laurie - June 11, 2014 at 05:08 PM

“

I had the opportunity, at a young age, to share a ride home with Mrs. Arnason after a
football practice. She gave me advice, good advice, on some of my techniques. I
have never forgotten that ride and will never forget her.
Mrs. Arnason, don't forget to square up when you tackle those Pearly Gates.
Gordon Belka

Gordon Belka - June 11, 2014 at 11:29 AM

“

A lovely Lady who will be missed by many. So blessed that I got to know Donna and
care for her. So many memories. She always had stories about her life and always
wanted to visit. She would always say "Come and sit in Hals' chair any time you
want." She has a special place in my heart. Many hugs were given. She was such a
special Lady, she was so kind and gentle and had so much love. Gonna miss her.
God be with you all.
Hugs to all the family,
Sue

Sue Walls - June 10, 2014 at 11:38 PM

“

Sue Walls lit a candle in memory of Donna J. Arnason

Sue Walls - June 10, 2014 at 11:24 PM

