Dennis Jones
June 20, 2011

04/09/1945-06/20/2011
Dennis R. Jones, 66, passed away peacefully at home on June 20, 2011. He was born
April 9, 1945 in Burbank, Calif., to Reynard and Helen “Jerry” (McGowan) Jones. High
school sweethearts Dennis and Heidi married on August 20, 1966, in Los Altos, Calif.
Dennis was a loving husband, father, and grandfather. He was a teacher and a business
owner, and spent the last decade of his life as a community activist. A passionate man,
Dennis’ pursuits included soccer, sailing, and working to better his community, especially
in his efforts to preserve the water quality of Lake Whatcom.
Dennis is survived by his loving wife of 44 years, Heidi, daughter Dianna (husband Daniel)
Murray of Seattle and their children Alek, Clark, Miki, and Kyler, son Eric (wife Jocelyn)
Jones of Olympia and daughters Spirit and Teagan, son Simon (wife Tahney) Jones of
Seattle and their son Alex, son Stefán Jones of Seattle, and sister Teresa (husband Neal)
Cabrinha of Saratoga, Calif. In recognition of their compassionate care for Dennis,
memorials may be made to Whatcom Hospice. A celebration of Dennis’ life will be held at
Westford Funeral Home at 2 p.m. on Sunday, June 26, followed by a reception across the
street at Westford’s Broadway Hall.
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Comments

“

Fighting my own physical ailments over the past year, I just learned of Dennis’
passing. Dennis was a crusader for social justice, environmental justice and fairness
in every conceivable way. His knowledge of recent political events, issues and local
government was unmatched. I shall miss getting his pearls of wisdom and overall
optimism when visiting the Valley market and Deli where I would see Dennis
regularly. Although we were not close friends, I did consider Dennis a good friend
and political soul mate. His energy and wit will be missed by the entire Valley.

Larry Estrada - July 18, 2011 at 02:59 PM

“

I met Dennis in the early ’70s. I was working at Alco TV/Stereo in Los Altos. Dennis
was first a customer, then came to work for me as a salesman. My wife, Vicki and I
spent many an evening with Dennis and Heidi, listening to music and doing things
they did in the ’70s ;

Jeff Hood - July 04, 2011 at 12:48 PM

“

Dennis was one of the first persons I met when I moved to Sudden Valley in 2002.
He was a true “Community Activist” looking out for his neighbors and the
environment. I saw him at various County Council meetings as well as SVCA Board
Meetings.

Lance Hillengass - July 01, 2011 at 05:23 PM

“

So sorry Heidi and family to hear of Dennis’ passing. We loved our years of being
your neighbors and our kids growing up around each other. Dennis was an
amazingly unique person with so many talents. And what an idea guy!

Bob & Beth McKee - June 30, 2011 at 10:24 PM

“

Heidi & Diana, I was sorry to read of Dennis’ passing. I first met you all way back
when coaching Dianna at Bellingham. I always loved talking soccer with Dennis back
then and again when we ended up working at ACB together. My thoughts and
prayers go out to you and your families.

Paula French - June 27, 2011 at 01:11 PM

“

Heidi and family,
Dennis was a wonderful neighbor who was always ready to give a helping hand and
a kind word. We will miss chatting with him and waving as we pull up the driveway.
Please know that the family is in our thoughts and prayers and you can call anytime if
you need anything.

Theresa and Will Anderson - June 26, 2011 at 12:18 PM

“

Dennis was a true advocate for many issues, but his passion to protect and preserve
“Miss Whattie” (Lake Whatcom) our drinking water source was unsurpassed. His
passion and tireless efforts to challenge authority when he saw injustice was
inspirational to many of us. I saw him at countless council meetings (city and county)
testifying on behalf of the lake, as well as received updates from him on actions by
any authority he thought could have adverse effects on the lake.

April Markiewicz - June 26, 2011 at 11:47 AM

“

One of my happiest memories of Denny is from high school. In 1959 I was a senior
and Denny was a freshman at St. Francis High School in Mountain View, California.
He was in my carpool. I drove a 1957 Volkswagon (in the days before seat belts), but
picked up Denny only after making stops in San Jose, Saratoga, and Sunnyvale. By
the time I reached his house in Los Altos there were five football players in the little
VW – all juniors and seniors. It was hilarious how we squeezed freshman Denny into
the back seat. Sometimes he had to sit on Ed Endebrock’s or Tom Loeffler’s lap.
Other times he’d be laid out across the back row of passengers. We may even have
tried once to put him in the small shelf behind the back seat. This was always
accompanied by choice comments and lots of laughter. Denny never complained; he
joked right along with the rest all the way to school. Looking back on it, he was the
carpool mascot.

Neal Cabrinha - June 25, 2011 at 08:44 PM

“

I will miss your passion and friendship.
Eric

Eric Flo - June 23, 2011 at 08:17 AM

“

Dennis could be hard to understand sometimes, but he cared and he tried to make
things better. That’s more than a lot of us can say. I liked Dennis and hope he is in a
better place now. I will miss our conversations. My best to his family.

dave scott - June 22, 2011 at 11:01 PM

“

You will be greatly missed at our family gatherings. May God bless you in your new
life.

Roosmiwati Reynolds - June 22, 2011 at 10:20 PM

“

May you rest in peace forever.

Chuck McGroddy - June 22, 2011 at 04:48 PM

“

I will always have memories of his goofy run while out playing soccer.
Those were some fun days.

Rich Munson - June 22, 2011 at 10:26 AM

