Denis Joseph Cleary
January 31, 1942 - July 20, 2014

Denny Cleary, age 72, passed away peacefully at home surrounded by his family, on
Sunday, July 20, 2014. Denny grew up in The Bronx, New York to Joseph and Hannah
Cleary. He graduated from Fordham Preparatory High School and at age 16 moved to
Seattle where he met the love of his life, Aileen Lackie. Denny earned his undergraduate
degree in English and History and later his Masters in Counseling, both from Seattle
University. He devoted over 42 years in the field of education, as a teacher and counselor.
He taught 7th and 8th grade at Tyee Junior High in Bellevue, WA, and 8th grade at both
Shuksan and Whatcom Middle Schools.
Denny was passionate about helping students and their families. He had a natural gift for
connecting with people and making them feel valued. He received a Shining Star award
from the Bellingham School District for being a founding member and 21 year contributor
to the Mobile Response Team, an organization that helps students and staff cope in times
of crisis. Denny’s greatest love was his family. Whether he was watching one of his
grandkids’ sporting events, fishing at Lake Padden, or flying kites at the Oregon coast,
being with family is what mattered most to him.
He was preceded in death by his parents and his brother, Joseph “Mickey” Cleary. He is
survived by his loving wife of 49 years, Aileen, his son Joe (Amy) Cleary, daughters
Maureen (Gary) Hodge, and Jennifer (Mark) Runnals, grandchildren, Ryan, Kellen, Riley,
Caitlin, Brendan, Hannah and Liam and sisters Patricia Hayes and Eileen (Patrick)
Donahue and many loving family and friends.
Since Denny was devoted to helping those with mental illness, the family suggests
donations to the Whatcom County chapter of N.A.M.I (National Alliance on Mental Illness)
PO Box 4124, 1212 Indian St., Bellingham, WA 98225. A Vigil Service will be held at
Church of the Assumption at 7pm on Thursday, July 24th. Mass of Christian Burial will be
held at Church of the Assumption at 10:30 am on Friday, July 25th. A reception will follow
at Westford’s Broadway Hall, 1300 Broadway.

Denny was an honest, unassuming and genuinely good person who touched the lives of
many. He leaves a lasting legacy of taking the high road and finding the good in all.

Events
JUL
24

Vigil Service

07:00PM

Church of the Assumption
2116 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

JUL
25

Mass of Christian Burial

10:30AM

Church of the Assumption
2116 Cornwall Ave, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Student sent a virtual gift in memory of Denis Joseph Cleary

student - August 05, 2014 at 03:39 PM

“

I will treasure the memories of him as my core teacher in the early 70's. I feel
fortunate to have had the opportunity to stop by WMS before he retired and express
my appreciation for his support during that time. He was an amazing teacher. During
that visit he told me several stories of his hospital stays and the loving care he
received from his family. He loved all of you so much.
I took a parenting class from him when our kids were in middle school and I left that
class with techniques & an understanding of our children that proved to be more
helpful than I ever could have imagined. He was the counselor to two of our children
and they adored him.
We treasure the fact that we were able to have a great visit with both Aileen & Denny
before our move to Iowa. It seems like just the other day we were all sitting in our
living room on Cliffside talking about old times. Good "old" times!!!
Thank you, to the Cleary family for sharing your amazing husband, father and
grandfather. He was loved & treasured by many. The world was a much better place
because of him.

Margaret Higbee - August 05, 2014 at 03:38 PM

“

Aileen and Family, You are all in my prayers. I was very sad to read about Denny.
What a wonderful man he was. As I watched him working with students at Whatcom,
he helped so many needy kids and was always upbeat! He had a great sense of
humor, a big smile and a warm personality.
I know you will miss him a lot, as his absence will be noted, but remember all of the
memories as you must have many good ones.
Denny's service was wonderful. His children's words so aptly described their father
and were spoken with such love. What a tribute to a wonderful man!
Aileen, I hope we have a chance in the near future to talk. I am a volunteer at the
hospital and had to hurry off to work following the service and could not attend the
reception to talk with you and give you a hug!
I will always remember Denny as one of the finest men I have met and will miss
seeing him at our retired lunches. My love to you and your family!

Terri Inge - August 05, 2014 at 03:38 PM

“

Mr. Cleary was my "core" teacher at Whatcom Middle school in the mid seventies.
He was the person who made this lonely, shy, friendless, girl, feel that I had worth,
intelligence, and a future. I developed a mad crush on the young handsome teacher
from New York!!! I'll never forget the time I gathered the courage to stay after school,
( a bunch of kids were welcomed to stay and talk, or work in his classroom after the
bell rang) I asked Mr. Cleary about his wife, and boldly asked him "If she was pretty"
(12 year old crush, hoping he'd say, she's an awful hag, run away with me) he was
very kind,and with that twinkle in his eye said, "She is very, very, pretty, we have a
happy life life together"! I was only dashed for a day or so, because he was such a
great teacher, that even if he wouldn't leave his wife and family for a 12 year old
student!!!! I loved his stories,and his perspective on things. I know he had a profound
impact on my life. As the years passed and I'd see Denis and his VERY pretty wife,
Aileen around town, it was always a joy for me. He was truly one of the finest men
I've known. My thoughts and prayers are with you, Aileen and your Children and
Grandchildren, what a wonderful man you've been blessed to call your own. With
Love, Lisa Distler

Lisa Distler - August 05, 2014 at 03:35 PM

“

I was a long time colleague and friend of Denny's. We worked closely on the district's
MRT program and he was my son's middle school counselor. He was an amazing
person, passionate about serving children and had all the talent to back it up. I loved
this guy and will miss him. RIP my good friend-- and my heart felt condolences to his
family.

Douglas Benjamin - August 05, 2014 at 03:33 PM

“

Aileen, Maureen, Joe, Jen and all of your families - my sincere sympathy in hearing
of Mr. Cleary's passing. What a treasure of a man who displayed such kindness,
acceptance, and unconditional love! My favorite teacher hands down and I was
privileged to have such great memories at the Cleary house growing up with his
kids:)
I remember his warmth, caring spirit, awesome laugh, and constant smile. He was a
man of integrity! My heart aches for you all In your loss. He was an amazing example
of a loving husband, father, grandfather, friend, teacher ,etc....Mr. Cleary you are
missed and will always be cherished!

Kristen Fridlund - August 05, 2014 at 03:33 PM

“

My prayers go out to the Cleary family. Denis was a very special man, who always
had time for everyone. He always made me feel welcome in his home and I always
enjoyed our lively political discussions...I know he was just being kind and holding
back on me, but that was who he was, kind and accepting of all. He will be truly
missed and always remembered warmly and with much love!

Chris Rhea - August 05, 2014 at 03:32 PM

“

He is one of the staff I remember dearly when I was at Shuksan and Whatcom
Middle schools. I remember him for his caring nature and positive energy. To his
family, I am so sorry for your loss. I'm sure he has his arms around you all and is
doing great, wherever that may be.

Emily Silverman - August 05, 2014 at 03:32 PM

“

To Joe and Family, He was great person, I have always appreciated the time he
spent talking to me during those middle school years.

John Charleston - August 05, 2014 at 03:32 PM

“

Wow! We are saying good-bye to one of the great ones, for sure. He was my teacher
45 years ago at Whatcom Middle School. He taught us to analyze the lyrics of songs
(and think how much fun that was with the sounds of the 60s), about the events of
our time (MLK assassination), the definition of a “big shot” and so much more about
the nuances of life. Our discussion continued one school day in which he actually
took me home to have lunch with himself and his wife. A friend of mine who attended
Assumption School got out of school earlier than us and oftentimes arrived at our
classroom door. Mr. Clearly always took note of John H. and sometimes invited him
in for the last half-hour of class. A true treasure---any more words would only serve
to dilute the memory and impact of this very special teacher.

D Haskins - August 05, 2014 at 03:31 PM

“

Joe and Family,
Sorry for the loss. He was a great and up lifting man. I never saw him without a smile
on his face and positive words. My thoughts and prayers are with you, your mom and
families. God Bless

Charly Myers - August 05, 2014 at 03:30 PM

“

He was a wonderful advisor. I still remember his words of wisdom 20 years later. I
remember his sense of humor and always making me feel welcome. One of the
many reasons I enjoyed hanging out at the Clearys - my 2nd family for many years.
Thank you for all that you gave me.

Lianne Mock - August 05, 2014 at 03:30 PM

“

So sorry for your loss. Mr. Cleary was a great man who will be truly missed. Thank
you for sharing him with so many of us.

Jodee Brinkley - August 05, 2014 at 03:29 PM

“

Denny,
Thanks for being my first school counseling teacher. I appreciate your patience and
wisdom. Your calm, caring demeanor has been an excellent example for me. You
always ended our conversations with "take care". That's how I end all of my
conversations now. Take care Denny. You will be missed.

Jeff Smith - August 05, 2014 at 03:29 PM

“

Thank you Mr. Cleary. Middle school is tough and you made it tolerable. Thank you
to the family that shared him with so many... RIP

Michael Huber - August 05, 2014 at 03:28 PM

“

Denny, Your heart has left a loving impression in so many lives. Your legacy of care
and compassion are HUGE. You will be greatly missed by all who knew you! My
Love and Prayers go out to your family. Thank you for being such a great role-model,
mentor, advocate, and friend to so many people.

Stu Soderquist - August 05, 2014 at 03:28 PM

“

I truly loved him! Best listener ever!!! Has been and always will be missed! One of the
only people who could keep me in school! <3 may you rest in Peace Mr. Cleary!!!!!!!

Leslie Owens - August 05, 2014 at 03:27 PM

“

So sorry for the Cleary families loss. After a rocky beginning to 7th grade, Mr. Cleary
became my favorite educator. Thanks for not giving up on me Mr. C

Ron Miller - August 05, 2014 at 03:27 PM

“

Dear Aileen and Joseph, Maureen and Jennifer:
Unlike many of the fine folks conveying condolences here, I didn't have the privilege
of knowing Denny when he was influencing their many lives through his insightful
teaching, sensible mentoring and supportive counseling. Rather, I had the privilege
of meeting him later in life, during his travels to Spokane to spend time with the
grandchildren. I also had some entertaining and enlightening email exchanges with
him. It was clear to me, even during these brief visits and exchanges, that Denny
was a remarkably thoughtful and considerate soul, and that he fiercely loved his wife,
children and grandchildren. He was also fond of his Irish heritage, his upbringing in
New York, and his life's travels that resulted in raising his family in Bellingham. It was
also clear, because of Denny's gregarious nature and personal warmth, that he was
admired and loved by all who were blessed to have crossed his path. I count myself
among those fortunate souls.
May God bless Denny and all of you during this difficult time of loss and reflection,
and yet a wonderful celebration of Denny's exceptional life.
God bless & Slainte',
Tim Durkin and family

Tim Durkin - August 05, 2014 at 03:26 PM

“

Denny kept a photo of my son on his desk in memory of my son who took his life on
September 19.1987. A very caring and sincere person. A man of integrity.

John Martin - August 05, 2014 at 03:25 PM

“

Denny has been an icon of advocacy for children and families in Whatcom County for
decades. He will be sorely missed but his influence will never be forgotten. My
deepest sympathies to the Cleary family.
~ Kathleen Westover, M.A.

Kathleen - August 05, 2014 at 03:24 PM

“

Mr. Cleary was a wonderful teacher and berry bus driver who impacted a lot of youth
as they passed through BSD. Reading about him made me smile at the memories.
May his memory bring smiles to his family during this difficult time. My prayers are
with you all.

Brant Henshaw - August 05, 2014 at 03:23 PM

“

Dear Cleary family, I'm so sorry to hear of your loss. Mr. Cleary was one of those
teachers that everyone knew and loved, even if they didn't have him as their own
teacher. Take care. Warm Regards, Wendy Sandell Cogan

Wendy Cogan - August 05, 2014 at 03:22 PM

“

Aileen, I'm so sorry to hear of Denny's passing. He's often mentioned in the stories
that my dad tells of the "good ol' years". I know my dad has been thinking of you a lot
this week as well . . . hang in there and take pride in knowing how positively Denny
impacted everyone who knew him.
~
Andrea Austin Tellinghuisen

Andrea - August 05, 2014 at 03:15 PM

“

My first memories of the Denny and the Cleary family go all the way back to 1975
when I was in second grade and we played football everyday out in front of the
house. It's hard to believe almost 40 years later I'd be writing this. Someone
mentioned in a previous post how Denny's office was always a place that people
liked to hang out in. The Cleary living room was the same way. I have fond memories
of eating pretzels, drinking cokes, and discussing a range of topics from sports to
current events. I came from a fairly conservative family and in the 80's thought of
myself as a pretty staunch republican. Looking back at these conversations it's
probably safe to say that many of my more liberal views incubated at the Cleary
house.
Denny will be sorely missed but I believe his legacy will live on through the
thousands of people he touched both as a counselor, role model, activist, berry bus
driver, friend and father. Our family's thoughts and prayers go out to Aileen and
family.

Tom Roe - August 05, 2014 at 03:14 PM

“

Aileen and Family,
Denny will be greatly missed. My prayers go out to you and your family during this
time of loss.

Jeff Michaelson - August 05, 2014 at 03:13 PM

“

What a amazing man I was honored to have him as a teacher and also watch him
work with my children . you will be deeply missed RIP Mr Cleary
~
shari Mclafferty (Tyrrell)

Shari - August 05, 2014 at 03:13 PM

“

Cleary family, I am SO sorry to hear about your loss! I just loved Denny so much - he
was a huge part of my childhood from my 7th grade teacher and for several years a
second Dad, spending so much time there. Best memories are his laugh, acceptance
of ALL, positive attitude, and dinner prayers! Mr. Cleary was incredible and a gift!
Much love and prayers, Gretch

Gretchen Gettles - August 05, 2014 at 03:10 PM

“

So many wonderful memories at the Cleary home and in Mr. Cleary's classroom - I
loved his laugh, positive outlook, love of ALL, his fun music (thought he was so cool
listening to The Motels), and dinner prayers! My childhood was greatly influenced by
Denny! I'm so very sorry hear today of his passing. Love and prayers in this
grieving...which is shared by many. Love you Mr. Cleary!!!!!

Gretchen Gettles - August 05, 2014 at 03:09 PM

“

I have really lovely memories of your Dad. He was always a positive, supportive and
funny man. You are all in my thoughts and prayers.

Jenny Deger - August 05, 2014 at 03:09 PM

“

What amazing fellow! Had him as a teacher at Shuksan Middle School! So sorry for
your loss Prayers to the family.

Kary Lambert - August 05, 2014 at 03:08 PM

“

He was a great counselar at whatcom middle school. I will miss him dearly.

Amber Kirkey - August 05, 2014 at 03:07 PM

“

Such an amazing man. Touched my life and helped me just as he did for thousands
of kids. A profound loss. Rest in Peace, and prayers for love & comfort to the family.
Kym Boettner-VanMersbergen

Kym - August 05, 2014 at 03:07 PM

“

What a wonderful obituary! A special man indeed who will be missed by all who had
the great pleasure of knowing him. Prayers to all his family.
~
Wayne and Carol Barstow

Barstows - August 05, 2014 at 03:06 PM

“

He was an amazing counselor! He will be greatly missed by his students. My prayers
and thoughts go out to his family. ~Jennifer Ackerson and family

Jennifer Ackerson - August 05, 2014 at 03:05 PM

“

Aileen and family, So sorry to hear of Denny's passing. He was such a fun person
and I enjoyed working with him at Whatcom Middle School. My thoughts and prayers
are with you at this time.

Pat Mount - August 05, 2014 at 03:05 PM

“

Aileen, my dear friend, I am so sorry to hear of Denny's passing. My sincere
sympathy to you and your family. You will be in my thoughts and prayers.

Lorraine Barnes - August 05, 2014 at 03:04 PM

“

Aileen, Maureen and family,
My heart is heavy for you this week. Denny was cleary someone who could connect
so easily with people and he was a pleasure, always. It has been so great to connect
with your family as mine is more connected to Bellingham than ever. I am so thankful
to have known Denny and experienced the patience and caring soul that he was. He
truly has raised a remarkable family. May the memories of a great life carry you
through in the days to come. Love to you all.

Maggie Brower - August 05, 2014 at 03:03 PM

“

I was a student of Mr. Clearly at what com middle school many many years ago. He
was such a kind teacher I always remember him smiling. Back in those days of my
life were not so bright. And he always seemed to know how to be there and talk
through the issues. Such an awesome teacher..and mentor..
My prayers are with his family and friends in this time of sparrow...
God bless y'all..

jennifer k - August 05, 2014 at 03:03 PM

“

Aileen, I am so saddened to hear of Denny's passing. He has been such a positive
influence in many childrens lives, he will always be remembered. My love, thoughts
and prayers are with you and your family.

Debby Sobjack - August 05, 2014 at 03:02 PM

“

Denny, you were such an amazing person. I loved working with you. You were such
an advocate for kids and families. After your retirement, you would continue to come
visit my classroom and it always made my day. I will miss you my good friend.

James Walsh - August 05, 2014 at 03:02 PM

“

Aileen, Denny was a truly lovely man, dedicated to making a difference in people's
lives. I hope you can find comfort in just how many lives he touched & changed for
the better. I will miss him, my heart goes out to you and your family.

Connie Kelly - August 05, 2014 at 03:01 PM

“

Aileen, I were saddened to hear of Denis passing. So glad you and he settled in
Bellingham so I could be exposed to some of his kindness and wisdom! Joe,
whenever I'd come across your dad over the years...he always had something
positive to say...just in time to add a boost to my confidence! I think about him often.

Matt Lubetich - August 05, 2014 at 03:00 PM

“

Aileen and Family, We were so saddened when Niki called today and said that
Denny had died. Your family was at the very top of our "Most Favorite Customers" list
and we so enjoyed visiting with you all for so many years. Sweet memories, thoughts
and prayers are with you at this time. The Cicchitti Family

Debbie Cicchitti - August 05, 2014 at 02:59 PM

“

Dear Aileen and family,
Denny was a wonderful co-worker at Whatcom Middle School I learned alot from him
as a counselor. He also was a dear friend and we will miss him.

Audrey Swanson - August 05, 2014 at 02:58 PM

“

Thank you for taking the time to share your thoughts, memories and prayers. They
are words of comfort to our family. Aileen, Maureen, Joe, Jenny and families.

Aileen Cleary - August 03, 2014 at 12:34 AM

“

Dear Cleary Family;
I was saddened to hear about the passing of who was, when I consider it now,
probably my favorite teacher. Mr Cleary was my 8th grade (year 80-81) home-room
teacher. I think most are doing well if they remember the names of even a handful of
their teachers at my age, but I've never forgotten Mr. Cleary; he's the one, out of 12

years of teachers, I remember the most fondly. As I recall, our class was fairly large,
yet he had a way of making me feel special. When so many other teachers were
merely punching the clock and doing damage control, he was actually engaging
students and helping minds form in a nurturing way.
I can't speak for the entire class of '85, but I'm pretty certain I can for the bulk of us,
and say that Mr. Cleary made a positive impact. He most certainly did with me.
Mark E. Dawson
Bellingham
Mark Dawson (Ziglar) - July 31, 2014 at 03:53 PM

“

Aileen,
My thoughts and prayers are with you. We have been out of town and just found out
about Denny.
It is so hard to loose a loved one, may you hold many wonderful memories in your
heart. God bless you and your family in the days to come.
Diana Long

Diana Long - July 30, 2014 at 10:24 PM

“

Dear Cleary Family,
Saying goodbye to someone you love is so hard. I am thinking of all of you and what
a loss his passing is for you. I had the privilege of working with Denny for many
years. He stands out in my mind and heart as a counselor who really cared about
people and went above and beyond to make sure his students got the resources and
help they needed. He was always there when I needed to get or share information
about a student we both worked with. He made a point of being a solid bridge
between the school and me as a therapist. I knew I could count on him to follow
through and make things happen for kids. He had insight, knowledge and great
compassion. May you find comfort and strength in all that he taught you and the man
that he was. Sending hugs, Janis Ban

Janis Ban - July 30, 2014 at 12:46 PM

“

Mr. Cleary was an amazing person and I am glad to have known him. Though it's
been many years, those years that i knew him at Whatcom Middle School were
great!
RIP Mr. Cleary, Heaven has a new angel.

Annee Fast Horse - July 28, 2014 at 12:34 PM

“

In reading all these tributes to Denny and Aileen I think what strikes me is the
Irishness of their lives together. Hospitality is a trademark of the Irish and thus, of the
Clearys-that and a passion for justice. The Irish have a long history of working for
justice. Denny worked unceasingly for the Bellingham Education Association which
meant, I know, that our children, schools, parents and teachers were always treated
with respect while aiming higher. Denny was a “teacher’s teacher” throughout his
career. He wanted the best for everyone in this community. I loved hearing him talk
about growing up in The Bronx and his heritage which focused on excellence in
education. There is a book about the Irish in America that talks about the long
journey home. Denny is at home and heaven is the better for it.
Love to you all,
Kathy Waldron

Kathleen Waldron - July 27, 2014 at 02:08 PM

“

Cleary Family~ My deepest condolences. Mr Cleary took me under his wing my 1st
year berry picking and forever remembered me through out the many years
following. I loved the competitive bus rides home from the fields that he had with Mr
Hall! He made a difference in my life!
Cindy Hayes Stavig

Cindy Hayes Stavig - July 25, 2014 at 06:18 PM

“

Such a fine, gentle man who will be missed by family, friends and community. Denis
changed and touched so many lives in his short time on this Earth. I send up prayers
for the eternal rest of his soul and for peace for all of you, Cleary family, who had the
special gift of his loving presence in your lives. We can all count ourselves lucky to
have known him. God bless, Emily Diaz Flynn

Emily Flynn - July 25, 2014 at 11:00 AM

“

To all who are mourning the loss of a wonderful man, I am lifting you in prayer for
grace, strength and comfort. You were blessed to know him. I know I was. Beginning
as a middle school student who watched how he treated each awkward, challenging
or disengaged classmate with sincere interest and kindness. He modeled how we
should treat one another, by listening, engaging and respecting each student. And he
had the most wonderful sense of humor. I didn't always "get it" as an 8th grader, but

in the years that followed, especially as we reconnected through my career in news
and his engagement in politics, I came to really appreciate how he saw the world and
lived out his beliefs. He was smart and funny and committed, and just wonderfully
kind. He left an amazing legacy.
Amy Cloud - July 25, 2014 at 09:41 AM

“

Dear Cleary Family, I am so sorry for your loss. I loved Mr Cleary at Whatcom and as
a berry bus driver. He was such a nice man with an incredible amount of patience. I
have very fond memories of him and always will. Can't believe the kids are all grown
up with kids of their own! I remember babysitting for Dennis & Aileen a few times.
How the years fly. My thoughts and prayers are with you all. Love, Kellie

Kellie Hulsebus - July 24, 2014 at 11:51 PM

“

My deep sympathies to the whole Cleary family...I first saw Denis (Mr.) Cleary out in
the berry fields my first summer picking. It was clear he had the admiration and
respect of the middle schoolers I picked with, which is actually quite remarkable. I
remember him relating stories of his growing up in the Bronx at our home and
remember long drives back from Gonzaga with the stellar son of Denis and Eileen,
Joe. I am truly sorry for your loss, and wish you all peace in this difficult time.

Brendan Hogan - July 24, 2014 at 05:21 PM

“

I'm so sorry to hear of Mr. Cleary's passing. He touched so many lives through his
work and his genuine spirit. His legacy will live on in all those who were blessed to
have him as a teacher and counselor (and friend).
-Brian Hayes

Brian Hayes - July 24, 2014 at 03:43 PM

“

Aileen and Family,
Our condolences to all of you. Unfortunately, we will be in Portland,so we are unable
to attend the funeral.
Denny was a great colleague while I taught at Whatcom. He had such a heart for
middle school kids. I was always amazed at how patient he was in dealing with the
line of boys in the councelling office.
We also remember both of you so many years ago in Marriage Encounter. We were

grateful for your mentoring.
God bless you as a family as you grieve the loss of this wonderful man who was so
dear to each of you.
Mike and Kathy Kettman
Mike and Kathy Kettman - July 23, 2014 at 08:02 PM

“

I have fond memories of many a WEA meeting or conference where Denny's droll
remark and chuckle would get us all going . . . My heart goes out to Aileen and all the
family. He was one of a kind!

Jane Madden - July 23, 2014 at 03:20 PM

“

Denny,
This is just to say...
The plums you left us
Were delicious.
We planted the seeds
In the back yard.
The orchard grows
Like the influence
Of a great man.
Toby McKain

Toby McKain - July 23, 2014 at 02:33 PM

“

Denny and I came to Whatcom Middle School as first year Whatcom teachers in
1968. Denny was full of energy with great ideas for the school and its students. He
encouraged and empowered us to move beyond petty issues. During lunch time
conversations Denny frequently referred to Eileen's wisdom. I watched him grow into
the compassionate leader we all admire. I just loved the man.
Carol Anne Wiseman

Carol Anne Wiseman - July 23, 2014 at 02:20 PM

“

I share your grief with the passing of this incredible man. He has been a beloved
friend for many years. What a beautiful human being with a beautiful heart. I will miss
him dearly. Much love to all of the Cleary clan who love him.
Kathy Brown

kathy brown - July 23, 2014 at 01:36 PM

“

Denny was a counselor at Whatcom Middle School when I started my career in
Education. He quite frankly was the kindest, gentlest man I have ever know! It is with
great sadness that he has passed, but as many of us know, he will live peacefully in
a better place. Denny, rest in peace my friend!
Mark Parrish

mark parrish - July 23, 2014 at 11:35 AM

“

Our Papa was not only loving, caring, thoughtful, selfless, passionate, inspiring, and
an accepting person but also had a humorous personality. One of our favorite
memories with Pop was when he discovered the song "One Tribe" by the Black Eyed
Peas and decided to introduce us grand kids to the song. To our surprise, he printed
off the lyrics and passed out stapled copies to us six grandchildren. He was
determined to have us memorize "One Tribe" by the end of the week but we knew
the song by heart at the end of the day. So, for the rest of the week every time we
piled in his truck "One Tribe" would blast and everyone would sing and dance. We
will always remember this happy and delightful moment with the best Papa ever.
We love and miss you,
Caitlin, Brendan, Liam, Ryan, Kellen, and Hannah

Grandkids - July 22, 2014 at 09:00 PM

“

This is beautiful - What a great story. Your Grandpa was an incredible man and I am so
grateful to have known him. You are all in my thoughts and prayers this week. May the
wonderful memories and stories you have bring you some peace in the days ahead. Much
love to you all~
Maggie Brower - July 23, 2014 at 10:39 AM

“

There are few people who can say at the end of their careers that they had such a
positive impact on so many young people of our community. Denny was one of those
special people who can make that claim. It was my good fortune to work many years
with both Mr. and Mrs. Cleary. Denny at Whatcom Middle School, he as a counselor

supporting my teaching, and with Eileen at Sehome H.S. where her warm smile and
good cheer from the main office brightened my day. I think what I will remember most
about this fine man is even when we were dealing with a youngster who I had a
desire to throw over the balcony, Denny would be his or her champion. He did so
much for all the kids under his care. Probably the finest accolade an educator can
earn is kids liked to hang out with him, his office was always full. He will be missed.
Jeff Baglio
Jeff Baglio - July 22, 2014 at 05:58 PM

“

Denny~ one of the sweetest, most funny, easy and Real people I have ever had the
pleasure of knowing! The mark you left on this earth will be felt by many, in the best
of ways, for years to come my friend! Aileen, I'm sending you and your family the
biggest hug ever. xoxoxoxoxox Loads of love~ Leah

Leah Marx - July 22, 2014 at 05:35 PM

“

Denny meant so much to so many--a tribute wall will reflect only a small fraction of
the love, support, and humor Denny gave every day. My children, our family, and our
community have been enriched by his presence in all our lives. Thank you for
sharing him with all of us. I hope your memories will be of comfort to your family.
Ellie Posel

Ellie Posel - July 22, 2014 at 03:42 PM

“

I am so sad to see Denny’s obit this morning…I’m so glad you Aileen, with Denny..
and your old school friends were able to come to Birch Bay and spent several days
sharing old fun times as single folks and then married with children… just a few
weeks ago. I wonder if the Whatcom Democratic Party can survive without Denny’s
support? I met you both thru the Democratic Party in 1970 and I thought your both
were the cats meow..Denny was just the most soft hearted and great Dad to your
three children…and community caring person…and always had soft kind words to
you.
I know you’ll aways have wonderful memories to reflect on with your marriage to
Denny…and you’ll never have a regret as you just were the best in caring for Denny
during the long and trying illness. Come to the beach and meet me for a “Celebration
of Denny’s Life” tea party soon. -Yvonne

Yvonne Lindquist Munn - July 22, 2014 at 02:05 PM

“

In a world where many of us need an extra father figure, Mr. Cleary was this to me.
God truly used Mr. Cleary's gifts through his counseling career. During "berry
season" 1984 Mr. Cleary drove the bus that took me to my summer job. I fell 30 feet
that summer and injured my back and could not finish the season. Mr. Cleary showed
up at my doorstep, paycheck in hand and spent nearly an hour sitting with me and
talking about what a hard worker I was and how smart I was and how I would heal
quickly.Its the number one thing I remember about that summer and he will always
have a place in my heart as a result. Continued blessings for your family Mr. Cleary.
Raynelle.

Raynelle Herrin - July 22, 2014 at 12:18 PM

“

Aileen and family,
Denny meant so much to so many! My warmest memories are of all the times we
spent talking...and talking....and talking - from politics to grandchildren and
everything in between. He was always quick to show his love and compassion (and
share his wallet) - especially when it came to children. I loved his wonderful sense of
humor and big heart.
My deepest condolences.
Adele Pears

Adele Pears - July 22, 2014 at 10:02 AM

