David M. Ireland
October 6, 1947 - November 28, 2015

David M. Ireland was born in Boston, MA on October 6, 1947, the first child of Elwood and
Joan Ireland. David had four siblings, a sister Jane of Fairfield, CT, and three brothers,
John and Doug of Oakland, CA and Woody of Boulder, CO. The family grew up in
Fairfield, CT.
He was an excellent student, a fine athlete and an accomplished musician excelling on the
piano and the guitar. David was so far ahead of his fourth grade class that he became the
only child to skip a grade in the 35 year history of his elementary school. David graduated
from Loomis School in CT and attended Middlebury College in Vermont. He served in the
US Navy before being medically discharged.
David was separated from his family and many loved ones by time and circumstance but
they remained close in his heart and memory. David loved and lived in the natural
elements since his discharge from the Navy. Year round he made camp in the woods and
procured what he needed in terms of clothing and supplies to survive the elements. He
lived remotely in the Queen Charlotte Islands and rural Washington including Bellingham,
Port Townsend, Republic and Twisp.
David was a prolific poet and narrative writer, continued to read and had a keen intellect.
David’s life took many unexpected turns but God in His goodness and divine providence
used these difficulties for the good of his soul. David loved God and His creation. It was
through the beauty of nature that he felt united most closely to God. David had a special
devotion to the Blessed Virgin Mary and through her intersession, in the midst of his own
hardships, prayed daily for the suffering in the world.
David has two sons. Jesse was born in Victoria, British Columbia, the oldest son whose
mother is Carol. Cairn was born in Haida Gwai, British Columbia and currently lives in
B.C., Canada. His mother’s name is Anne. David is survived by his mother and four
siblings. He is remembered in our hearts with great love and respect.

Mass of Christian Burial will be held at Sacred Heart Catholic Church at 6 PM on
Thursday, December 10th.
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Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1110 14th St., Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Mr. Ireland was a resident in the Sehome Village area in Bellingham for many years.
His presence will be missed. Quite a remarkable life story. Wish I would have been
better acquainted. I worked at the Sehome Haggen many years and he was
definitely part of the community and neighborhood. Rest in peace.

Laura Marquand - December 10, 2015 at 12:43 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

John Ireland - December 09, 2015 at 09:45 AM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of David M. Ireland

guest - December 08, 2015 at 12:14 PM

“

1 file added to the album New Album Name

John Ireland - December 08, 2015 at 09:22 AM

“

Christmas at the Ireland home included carol sing-alongs with David at the piano. Here he's
surrounded by family and friends from Fairfield, CT
Douglas M Ireland - December 09, 2015 at 11:27 AM

“

Dear friends of David,
David's family would like to extend to you all our love and thanks for the many
kindnesses you have shown him over the years. He was a truly wonderful, kind and
gifted person. Unfortunately, as you know, he faced challenges that most of us do not
have. The many efforts of his family and friends to allow him to lead what many
would consider a normal life did not help him. He had to follow his own path. Who are
we to say what was best for David, but for us it was a great personal loss, one with
which we suffered every day. We pray with all our hearts that he is now at peace. We
want to thank you again for easing his journey.
Joan Ireland

John Ireland - December 07, 2015 at 08:48 PM

“

Hi Folks,
Please accept my condolence for the loss of David. He sounds like a very interesting
person.
I wonder if he is the same person I've seen wandering around Sehome over the years-homeless and asking for help at times.
On talking with him, he spoke of children on Vancouver Island and being in the military. He
did not use the name David but has an uncanny resemblance to the man I met. Please
forgive me if I've made a mistake here. I do not mean to upset you in any way.
God Bless David and God bless you all.
Sincerely,
Gisela
Gisela Loeffler - December 09, 2015 at 10:03 PM

“

Well, I know now that Shawn was David indeed.I saw a small tribute to him outside
Sehome Haggens and cried. I am so sorry he has passed away in the way he did. I am
sorry for the family who tried to help him and know how hard that is. So my memories of
Shawn are of his delight that someone would stop and talk to him for a bit and show some
interest. So I learned some things about him--his children and military background-- but did
not know of his artistic gifts. He was a wandering spirit and a gentle soul. He drew me to
him as when I came from Canada I would look for him, say hi and pass on something to
him to get by. I was looking for him today not wanting to believe that he was gone from this
world. Obviously things were difficult for him but he never complained, just showed
appreciation. I guess he reminded me of my father who had issues with war and drink. It
can be a cruel world. I wish I could have done more for David. I;m so happy to find out he
believed in God. His face always lit up when I told him he was in my prayers. He will
continue to be in my prayers. Bless you David Shawn and your family. Rest in peace David
Shawn. Love from Gisela and Mary
Gisela Loeffler - December 12, 2015 at 04:30 PM

“

1 file added to the tribute wall

John Ireland - December 05, 2015 at 01:55 PM

