Cooki Edna E. Campbell
January 16, 1950 - September 18, 2014

Cooki Campbell, age 64 passed away peacefully on September 18, 2014. She was born
January 16, 1950 in Biloxi, Mississippi to Gus and Edna (Suarez) Rushon. From an early
age, she grew up in Whatcom County with her step father and mother, Jerry and Edna
Logan. Cooki married Douglas N. Campbell on April 23rd, 1988 in Bellingham. Cooki had
a career in banking for 27 years in Blaine and Bellingham, where she made countless
friends and acquaintances. For the past 14 years she worked with her husband Douglas
as the office manager of their family owned engineering firm. Cooki was born to a life of
service of every kind: her joy in life was caring for anything or anyone who did not have
another soul to care for them. She had great compassion for those in need; the elderly,
poor, troubled, lost, those who had nowhere else to turn and no one else to lend a hand.
Cooki knew things that no one else knew. She had a way of finding out ways to make
everything better. She had a secret key to information like “non-aluminum” baking powder,
or using an anode to clean jewelry, or the gadget to keep your seat belt in one place, or
the antidote to a broken heart, or the way to pray when God is silent. Cooki loved to feed
people; finding new ways to nourish the body and soul of the people she loved. Cooki was
a “homemaker extraordinaire,” home-cooking, baking, canning, nurturing her loved ones
and friends with her creations in the kitchen. Her minimum effort at Christmas was to bake
25 varieties of cookies, bars and candy. Cooki was the definition of indomitable. Her spirit,
her courage, her resolve, her control and her will. Her gentleness and support was infused
with that indomitable will to do the right thing. The right way. The right love. Cooki
embodied the most precious quality that each and every one of us yearns for in life; being
a true and compassionate friend. Cooki had the capacity to love without judgment. To care
without asking for anything in return. To help without thinking about herself. To listen
without needing to express her thoughts. And most importantly, to love without
reservation. There was always something other worldly about Cooki because there was
no way to compare her to anyone else. She could not be confined. She could not be
contained. She could not be explained. She could not be controlled. She could not be
swayed from her path. She was, in every way, a pure soul and a miracle of creation that
served to show the rest of us that God is alive and breathing life into every being on this
earth. She never did anything half way. Ever. Cooki and Douglas enjoyed traveling,

camping and boating together, as well as gardening and creating a beautiful home to
share with others. She helped raise Noah Campbell and devoted herself to loving him and
helping him be successful in life. Cooki’s passions in life included being a lover of pets.
Most recently her dog “Rosa,” who was a great comfort to her through her illness. She
loved to serve others - if there was a need, Cooki would do her best to help – friends,
family, acquaintances, and church. For many years she was a familiar face at Sacred
Heart Church where she served her loving God. She was preceded in death by her father
Gus Rushon, mother Edna Elnora Logan, step sister Sylvia Jackson and step brother Paul
Logan. She is survived by her loving husband of 26 years, Douglas, step-son Noah
(Jessica) Campbell and their children Lincoln and Sierra, step father Jerry Logan, step
brothers Craig and Bill Rushon and many loving relatives and friends. Memorials in
Cooki’s name may be made to Newman Catholic Campus Ministry at 714 A. North Garden
St., Bellingham, WA 98225 or the Whatcom Hospice House at 2806 Douglas Ave.,
Bellingham, WA 98225. Vigil Service at 4 PM on Sunday, September 28th at Sacred Heart
Catholic Church, Mass of Christian Burial at 11 AM on Monday, September 29th at Sacred
Heart Catholic Church followed by a lunch reception. Fr. Joseph Altenhofen will be
officiating.
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Vigil Service

04:00PM

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1110 14th St., Bellingham, WA, US, 98225
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29

Mass of Christian Burial

11:00AM

Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1110 14th St., Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

SEP
29

Reception
Sacred Heart Catholic Church
1110 14th St., Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Cooki was in the St Lukes Hospital Pool Exercise Group. We visited and was always
enjoyed each others time there. When my Husband passed away 6 years ago, she
would come out and visit. I really needed this special visit. I will always remember
what a fine Lady that she was. I did not know she had been ill. Until we meet again.

Sara Hackler - September 29, 2014 at 12:16 PM

“

Our families aren't close, but we're still family. You have our sympathy and our
prayers.

Steve Holt - September 29, 2014 at 12:15 PM

“

Doug,
My heart greives with you for the loss of your precious Cookie.
She was an awesome person and will be greatly missed.

Cathy Cleveland
Cathy Cleveland - September 27, 2014 at 10:46 PM

“

Doug, please accept my condolences.

Rubyanne Klug - September 26, 2014 at 03:35 PM

“

Doug, I met you at grief group Tues night. I just read your wife's beautiful obituary
and saw her also beautiful picture. I am so sorry. You have obviously lost a shining
sun. My heart bleeds with you.

Sheryl Selch - September 26, 2014 at 03:35 PM

“

Our condolences to Doug . "The sweetest Cooki of all " I would tease to get a smile. I
tried to imagine all the customers that Cooki met in her years of banking. A loyal
friend and hard working lady. She will be missed.
Lloyd and Molly Zimmerman

Zimmermans - September 26, 2014 at 03:34 PM

“

Doug:I am so sorry you've lost the "love of your life" and best friend. Cooki was a
classy lady. I'm very grateful to have known her while we both worked at Mt. Baker
Mutual and to reconnect with her years later. Her warmth and friendship will never be
forgotten. May her love for you, her Savior, of life & others bring you comfort.

Lurline - September 26, 2014 at 03:34 PM

“

Hello Doug and Family of loved ones. Just sending you my thoughts of Cookie. She
always was an upbeat and kind soul. I know this is a very difficult time for you and it
will always be there but the sting does lighten in time. My name is Sandy Grant. I
was the one that spoke with you at Fred Meyers on Lakeway. I am the friend of Bob
and Holly Jurica. I know how they valued you and Cookies friendship as well. My
heart goes out to you and wished that you did not have to go through this. Just know
that Cookie made such an impact in those that she touched but it is equally important
for you to get your rest==Best wishes to you at this special time. Bless you all so
much==She was a very special person to all==Sandy Grant

Sandy Grant - September 25, 2014 at 02:34 PM

“

Please accept our heartfelt sympathies for your loss. Our thoughts and prayers are
with you and your family during this difficult time.
Sincerely,
Theresa Pong and Family

Theresa Pong - September 23, 2014 at 01:44 PM

“

Guest sent a virtual gift in memory of Cooki Edna E. Campbell

guest - September 22, 2014 at 02:27 PM

“

Cooki was in my St Lukes Hospital Pool Exercise Class. We visited and enjoyed each
others Company. When my Husband passed away, she visited me often. She was one
Special Friend!
Sara Hackler - September 29, 2014 at 01:17 AM

“

Dearest Cooki. We may not have been best friends or family but I felt a closeness to
you. God freed you from your pain and welcomed you home. For this, I am thankful.
You will be missed and remembered by many. My prayers go out to Doug. Although
her body is gone her spirit and love will always be with you. God bless you.

Linda - September 22, 2014 at 02:17 PM

“

My dear Cooki. What can I say in a few spaces about a special lady that was not only
my sister in law for 40 years, but in the last few years she was as a sister I never
had, a best friend. In the last 6 plus years though separated by 3000 miles we had
many chats, shared a few tears and laughs of course. She had an infectous laugh
that was hard not to join in with your own laughter. She loved life, people and was
always concerned about helping others. She was concerned about her country, and
her faith as a strong Christian was without question and an example to many. In
January of this year I visited Cooki, Doug and Dad in Bellingham. That week was a
very special week for many reasons. Cooki and I shared a lot, had many
conversations, again a lot of laughs and a few tears. She shared her concern for
Doug and Dad, she loved them so much. One day when Cooki was feeling up to it
and wanted to get out, she drove us to her hair "shoppe", both of us needed a hair
cut. :) After the haircut we stopped at a bread store where they make fresh bread and
pastries, there was a special bread she wanted me to taste, it was great. We had a
good afternoon. The next day, she asked me if I felt like taking a walk with her on a
nearby nature trail not far from the lake. It may have been a 2 mile walk round trip,
through a wetland, among towering douglas firs, hemlocks and cedars and a rushing
torrent of a stream nearby. Again, yes, we talked about; many things, mostly of the
tomorrow's. She was concerned about my knees (they had been burned) and should
we take a break, I said not; I was concerned about her being tired, she said not, let's
go. So at the end of trail we trekked back to the car. Again, that was a very, very
special time for both of us. It was a special "sister brother walk" that we both needed,
we both shared, and how we lived that moment, a moment we prayed we could
share again. I left a few days later for NC, not to see Cooki again, but we did talk a
little when she should. Cooki loved life, she loved her family, so many of us can or
should take her life as an example of how we should live ours for others. A lesson we
can all learn from Cooki's life is, don't take today for granted, don't put off today those
we need to see and be close with in our life; we all need someone, and someone
needs us. I love you Cooki, you're without pain now, you're with Gayle, I'm happy for
you as I know the heavenly place you are at. God Bless you, I will check in on Doug
and Dad now then. God Bless.
Love.
Thomas

Thomas Jackson - September 22, 2014 at 02:17 PM

“

I too was a classmate of Cookie's, High School. She was always warm and upbeat yesterday and today. She enriched my life then and continued to do so each time our
path crossed in recent years. May the Lord's blessings be on those loved ones left
behind. You will be missed. Tere Hansen

Teresa Hansen - September 21, 2014 at 11:44 PM

“

Cookie was one of those people that come into your life and you never forget for her
generous spirit and heart. I knew her in Junior High School and then in High School.
I've had the honor of serving on school class reunion committees over the past
several years. She was always so giving of her time and dedication to a project. My
heart was especially warmed by her friendship when she sent a special book to me
after my mom died. I was saddened to hear of her death but know that she is singing
with the angels and giving of her spirit. She will be missed by all who loved her but
her memory will live in your hearts forever.
Terry (Finnson) Jeppesen

Terry Jeppesen - September 21, 2014 at 11:37 AM

“

Cookie was always so upbeat and loving. She was a true light. She and her husband
Doug always made me feel welcome and cared about. One thing that always struck
me is that she had an open hand to help. She used to say if you need something
please just let Doug and I know..what a light of love and character. Cookie you will be
missed and the life you lived touched others......Love and light sent to the family and
especially Doug....

Ginny - September 20, 2014 at 04:38 PM

“

Cookie was a class mate and a loving friend.we will miss her laughter, smiles and
Girl Get together's.My sympathy and prayers to the family

paula (costanti) schuman - September 20, 2014 at 01:22 PM

“

I worked with Cookie several years ago and we became good friends. She was such
a sweet person and I will miss her.

Teresa Eiden - September 20, 2014 at 12:42 PM

“

Cookie was in my 9th grade homeroom at Fairhaven and we had such fun, pranks laughs
and later I got to know her as an adult when I got to get,her with "the gang"...Sue, Connie,
Margaret and we had fun then too. After I left Bellingham, I heard about Cookie from my
Mom who met her at the Mt. Baker cultural events and she adored Cookie too and told me
how much she enjoyed talking to Doug and Cookie. It's hard to believe she's gone but i'm
so fortunate to have known her and will remember her always. Margie
Margie Lee - December 05, 2014 at 07:01 PM

