Caroline Yurovchak
July 19, 1917 - October 9, 2011

07/19/1917 – 10/09/2011
Caroline E. Yurovchak, age 94, passed away at home on October 9, 2011. She was born
in Sumas on July 19, 1917, to Louise (Lambert) and Edgar Thomas. Following her
graduation from Nooksack-Sumas Union High School in 1934, she attended beauty
school in Seattle and practiced in her mother’s beauty shop for the next six years.
Caroline also spent 25 years working for the Kelly Farquhar cannery in Ferndale, the last
half of that time as a foreman.
On January 18, 1941, she married Andrew Yurovchak, and they had two children, Andy Jr.
and Mary Lou. They shared a love of hiking, golf, and bridge.
During her growing-up years Caroline developed a love of reading, games, and sports—all
of which lasted her a lifetime. She took up golf in 1941 and played regularly until she was
92. She was the Ladies Club Champion at the Lakeway course three times, and the
Bellingham Golf and Country Club’s Caroline Yurovchak Match Play Championship is
named in her honor. In 1945 she began playing bridge and became a Life Master in the
American Contract Bridge League. She played bridge regularly right up to her death.
Caroline also enjoyed travel. With family and friends she visited places near and far,
including a Northwest cruise two weeks prior to her passing. She spent the last six and a
half years living at The Willows where she made many friends and enjoyed their activities,
especially her improv class.
Caroline was preceded in death by her husband Andy in 1988 and by her two sisters,
Mary Lou Iverson and Margaret Hunt. She is survived by her son Andy (Lynne) Yurovchak
of Bellingham and her daughter Mary Lou (Tom) Jones of Nooksack; her four
grandchildren, Tom (Denise Randle) Yurovchak of Hillsboro, Oregon, Dan (Maria) Altman
of Bellingham, Pete (Mary Ohnemus) Yurovchak of Pullman, and Ann (Eric Roth)
Yurovchak of Kingston plus four great grandchildren.
A celebration of Caroline’s life will be held on Saturday, October 22, at 3 p.m. at Westford
Funeral Home, 1301 Broadway Street in Bellingham. A reception will follow across the
street at Westford’s Broadway Hall. Memorials in Caroline’s name may be made to
Nooksack Valley Dollars for Scholars, P.O. Box 4337, Nooksack, WA 98276 or to the
Bellingham Food Bank, 1824 Ellis Street, Bellingham, WA 98225.
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Comments

“

all of my life I have such memories of my beautiful Aunt Caroline…I remember those
damn horseflies on Excelsior Ridge, and the card games at Thanksgiving. I
remember my mother telling me, with pride, how her sister had saved the lives of
those two little boys and nearly lost her own. One of my most prized possessions is a
small red wooden box that Caroline and Andy brought back from a trip to Mexico and
gave to me as a gift when i was probably about 8 years old, and yet it doesnt
compare to the memories I have of swimming in Lake Whatcom. Oh, how I loved
their cabin on that lake!!! I can still feel the dock boards under my feet, and
remember how exciting it was to be able to swim past the end of the dock. I can be
there, in that water, and see it in my mind as clear as if I were there today.
My Aunt Caroline always fascinated me. She seemed beautiful and brilliant and
extraordinarily interesting to me from the time I was a small child. I was lucky enough
to work for her one summer at Kelly Farquhar and see the business end of her…
Those of us in this family are incredibly blessed to have had these women as role
models…Caroline, her sisters Margaret (my mama) and MaryLou and Tammer were
all amazing women. Genetically speaking- we all hit the jackpot.
I will remember my Aunt Caroline all of my life, with great respect and love.

Teresa Hunt - October 25, 2011 at 04:43 PM

“

Mary Lou, Tom and family
Your mom was an amazing woman who lived life to the fullest. I loved to hear stories
about what she had planned for the day. She didn’t let moss grow under her feet.
When I think of her I smile.
You are in my thoughts and prayers
Take Care
Virginia Radder

Virginia Radder - October 19, 2011 at 10:17 AM

“

When the Pat and Jim O’Brien joined BGCC in the 1970's we were warmly
welcomed by the Yurvochaks and Caroline introduced Pat to the “old girls” network of
active golfers. She became my mentor for her way to reach out a friendly hand to all
new and beginning members. As shown at our closing luncheon, she will be missed.

Patricia O'Brien - October 14, 2011 at 08:51 PM

“

I feel privileged to have know Caroline. She was an inspiration to me in so many
ways and I loved to hear her stories about her start as a golfer. She will be missed!
~
Linda St Andre

Linda St Andre - October 14, 2011 at 10:30 AM

“

I have such great memories of Carolyn growing up in Ferndale and later working at
Kelly Farquhar. She was always positive, upbeat and a true joy to be around. Later I
was fortunate to get reaquainted with her at the Bellingham Golf and Country Club
and her passion for golf. She truly was a wonderful Lady. My thoughts and prayers
are with all of the family.
~
Bill Unrein

Bill Unrein - October 14, 2011 at 10:30 AM

“

Caroline was my first golf partner at the Country Club, and most of all, I remember
her being very welcoming, and also forgiving and tolerant! I would run into her
frequently at The Willows, and she was always a lady of grace and good humor. She
will be missed!…Roberta Creim

Roberta Creim - October 14, 2011 at 10:29 AM

“

Dear MaryLou
I remember your stories of your mother and her remarkable zest for life and
continued interest in bridge and travel. She was indeed a remarkable woman. And
she raised a pretty r emarkable woman of whom she must have been very proud.
Love to you in this time of sorrow.

Joan "Casey" Firra - October 12, 2011 at 09:36 PM

“

Mary Lou, Tom, Andy, Lynn, Danny and Maria, and families, we are sad for your loss
but joyful knowing your Mom/grandma is playing bridge with angels. It is a real
testament to her love for all of you that she leaves such a great family. God bless you
and keep you in his loving embrace. L & B

Bill and Linda Graves - October 12, 2011 at 12:14 PM

