Byron L. Swedberg
October 15, 1934 - July 9, 2019

Byron Swedberg, age 84, passed away in Bellingham on Tuesday, July 9th, 2019. He was
born October 15, 1934 in Oskaloosa, Iowa to Oscar and Mildred Swedberg. Byron was
captivated by the Pacific Northwest as a child while on a trip with his Aunt Ruth to visit his
Uncle Paul at his cabin on Whidbey Island. He vowed to head west after finishing college.
He graduated from Drake University in 1956 and married his college sweetheart, Shirley
Hague, on August 22, 1959 in Iowa. Byron graduated from the University of Washington
School of Law in 1962 with the support of Shirley, who taught elementary school in
Seattle. Byron went on to practice law in Bellingham for seven years until he was
appointed to the Whatcom County Superior Court by Governor Dan Evans. He served as
a justice from 1971-93. He was active in the Masonic Lodge, Kiwanis, Jaycees, the Hobby
Club, and sat on the board of the Salvation Army. Byron also served as president of the
Boy Scouts of America Mount Baker Council and was proud that both of his sons became
Eagle Scouts. Byron was preceded in death by his parents and his sister, Betty Harty, of
Salem OR. He is survived by his wife of nearly 60 years, Shirley, sons Scott (wife Jeannie)
of Selah, WA, and Steve (wife Nicole) of Seattle, grandchildren, Nate and Chloe, nieces
Kirsten, Gretchen, Sonja, and Linnea, and many loving relatives and friends. Byron lived a
life of honor, loyalty and had a great sense of humor. His rich character will never fade
from our memories. Although his presence in our lives is deeply missed, the legacy that
he built throughout his life continues to live on in us, and this way he will never truly leave
us. A memorial service will be held at Westford Funeral Home on Saturday, August 3rd at
11 AM. A reception will follow across the street at Westford’s Broadway Hall.

Comments

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Scott Swedberg - 17 hours ago

“

I met Byron in a diabetes’s support group several years ago, and we had banter that
kind of threw some people off, but that was ok. He was just a sweet man who did his
life his way! I will treasure our talks and remember him always.... RIP Byron

Mary Marshall Craker - 20 hours ago

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Jeannie Swedberg - July 16 at 08:42 PM

“

I loved my father-in-law as if he were my own Dad, I will cherish all of the wonderful
memories we shared including how much he loved his sons Scott and Steve.
Jeannie - July 16 at 09:49 PM

“

Love this picture. The back story is my Dad wanted to see his Den, which he had worked
so hard on, one last time. He was staying at the nursing home at Mt Baker. My brother
arranged for the transportation back to his home. We did it, and, he so enjoyed the
afternoon he spent there, as he was on Hospice at that time.
That was 2 and 1/2 years ago, we were not expecting to have the extra time with him that
we did. I am thankful for it, we were able to make more memories that I will cherish.
Scott - 15 hours ago

“

Judge Swedburg was the first Superior Court Judge I appeared in front of as a new
attorney, just out of law school. I appeared as a very young "rule 9" public defender
in his court in 1986. He was very kind to me through the years that followed. He was
always available to talk in his chambers to a new young lawyer. He gave me advice
over the years that improved my law practice. He was an honorable jurist and a very
kind man.

DAVID NELSON - July 16 at 03:49 PM

“

I am so saddened to hear of Byron’s passing. I had no idea he was so ill. I always
looked up to him as a friend and Brother. My world has lost a light in the darkness of
life. Byron will be missed by many but his light and dreams lead us onward. Farewell
my friend, I look forward to seeing you in the Lodge and House not made with hands,
Farewell!

George Edwards - July 15 at 12:08 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Rick Kiene - July 14 at 03:18 PM

“

1 file added to the album Memories Album

Rick Kiene - July 14 at 03:15 PM

