Bill Distler
April 4, 1947 - June 5, 2017

Bill Distler, devoted husband, father, brother, friend, and peacemaker, walked on in spirit,
embraced by his beloved family, on June 5, 2017. Bill was born in Brooklyn, New York on
April 4, 1947 to Harry and Rita Distler, and moved to Bellingham in 1980. He leaves his
wife Lisa, daughter Lily, son Ian, and sisters Lynn and Mary; predeceased by his brother
Ken. Bill was a squad leader in the 101st Airborne Division in Vietnam in 1968, where he
became a witness to war. He devoted much of the rest of his life to peace and social
justice in Central America, Afghanistan, Iraq and the United States. For 22 years, Bill
worked as a miller and operator at the Fairhaven Organic Flour Mill. He travelled with
delegations to Nicaragua and El Salvador four times between 1983 and 1991 to work for
peace in those war-torn countries. In 2000, Bill married Lisa and opened a new chapter in
his life, becoming a devoted and loving family man. In 2008, he contested Washington
State's Second Congressional District as a peace candidate. He was a founding member
of Veterans for Peace in Bellingham and was awarded the Howard Harris Lifetime
Peacemaker Award in 2009. Bill brought his vision of ending all war to many thousands of
people through media articles, speaking regularly at vigils, marches, and campaigns. The
impact of his speaking directly to high school and college students was profoundly
effective. He is greatly missed and remembered as a gentle, loving man who faced life's
challenges with strength, grace, humor and an open heart. "Well done, good and faithful
servant." Friends have established a fund for Bill and his family at GoFundMe.com.
Services will be held on Saturday, June 10th as follows; Graveside Service with Military
Honors at 12 Noon at Bayview Cemetery, 1420 Woburn St., Celebration of Life Service at
1 PM at Westford Funeral Home, 1301 Broadway St. Reception following across the street
at Broadway Hall. You may share memories with the family at
www.westfordfuneralhome.com.

Events
JUN
10

Graveside Service

12:00PM

Bayview Cemetery
1420 Woburn Street, Bellingham, WA, US, 98226

JUN
10

Celebration of Life

01:00PM

Westford Funeral Home & Cremation Service
1301 Broadway, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

"I'm very sorry for your great loss. Our loving father cares for you (1peter 5:7) May
you find comfort and peace through the power of prayer. Philippians 4:6,7"

Lindsay - July 04, 2017 at 05:34 PM

“

Lisa and Lily,
Alejandro and I are thinking of you both and very sorry for your loss. Bill was such a
great man. We admired his passion and purpose. His efforts for peace will last. We
hope happy memories of him and warm wishes from his many friends help to ease
your grief.
With Kind Sympathy,
Joan Drinkwin and Alejandro Ponce

Joan Drinkwin - June 13, 2017 at 03:19 PM

“

I bonded with Bill in a mill office full of revolutionary posters, piles of pamphlets and
papers, the smell of grains, and freshly milled flour, and conversations of distant
wars, politics, family, food, humor and the hope and struggle for peace and justice.
He was the real deal, through and through. One of the kindest men I've ever known.
What I will always miss about him is what he almost always greeted me with - that
wry, sincere, ironic, and friendly smile - the one that was often followed by a wise
crack or words of wisdom, and sometimes you didn't know which one it was. Viva La
Revolucion! The one we make in PEACE.

Stephen Trinkaus - June 07, 2017 at 07:00 PM

“

Bill practiced kindness and truth telling. He transformed his war trauma into a lifelong
struggle for peace and justice. He was worthy of deep respect and he gave respect real honest respect - to others. I felt valued in his presence while I was humbled by
being in his presence. There is a temporary empty spot in our community, but it will
fill up with the kindness of others who were in inspired by Bill.
Sail on into Supreme Peace old friend.

michael chiavario - June 07, 2017 at 06:37 PM

“

I did not know Bill but after reading his obituary I wish I had. He sounded like a true
American, someone I would have liked to have had as a friend.
Greg Wilhelm

Gregory Wilhelm - June 07, 2017 at 10:17 AM

“

I work for and with bill & Lisa. It was such a pleasure to be with both of them. Bill gave me
such insight to war & more importantly peace. I loved his daily ritual of coffee & new youRe
times. He was such a sweet caring man such a shame to lose him. He cared so much for
him family. I loved hearing about his travels around the world but most of all the last trip he
took with his daughter I thought it was so impressive that they went together. You will be
very missed bill. Love gayle & roy salisbury
gayle salisbury - June 08, 2017 at 11:38 AM

