Aurele Patenaude
July 20, 1929 - April 5, 2012

07/20/1929 – 04/05/2012
Pete Patenaude, age 82, passed away suddenly at St. Joseph Hospital in Bellingham on
April 5, 2012. He was born July 20, 1929 in St. Boniface, Manitoba to Joseph and Eva
Patenaude. Pete grew up in Manitoba and moved to Seattle in 1956. He met Joan Zerr in
1959 and they married in 1961 in Surrey, B.C. They moved to Bellingham in 1976 and
together owned and operated the Lions Inn Motel on Elm Street for over 15 years. Pete
was outgoing, loved meeting new people, and always had a story to tell. He enjoyed
attending Seahawks games, watching hockey, fixing things, driving around town, and
“shooting the breeze” with his morning coffee buddies at McDonalds. Pete was preceded
in death by three sisters and one brother. He is survived by his loving wife of 50 years
Joan; daughters Sharon Patenaude of Chicago, IL and Karen (husband Judd) Brown and
their son Grayson of Seattle; sisters Yvonne (husband Steve) Biro and Lorraine Terry of
Surrey, BC; and many loving relatives and friends. Visitation will be held at Westford
Funeral Home on Thursday, April 12 from 3-5 pm. A Celebration of Life will be held at
Westford Funeral Home on Friday, April 13 at 11 am, followed by a reception.

Comments

“

Joan – Just heard that Pete passed away Apr 05/12. I know what its like to lose a
husband , at least we were very fortunate to have had their love for over 50 yrs. I will
always remember that it was Peter that introduced me to Lorne. Lorne passed away
Apr 21/06 -74 yrs old. My prayers go out to you & your girls. Betty Stein

Betty Stein - January 30, 2013 at 07:16 PM

“

Pete, Gonna miss you so much! Everything you taught me about cars, business,
work ethics, your great since of humor and all your wonderful stories. Just can’t say
enough good about you! You were always there for me to share your skills and
knowledge; patiently guiding me through each dented fender or house deal. Laughs,
jokes and smiles all along the way. You will always be “Uncle Pete” to me.

Marty Scott - April 15, 2012 at 09:49 PM

“

Carol and I were so very sorry to learn of Pete’s sudden passing last week. We met
Pete through our son Marty. Pete had generously donated his time and skills learned
from his days in the autobody trade to help Marty with a restoration project back in
about 1999 if memory serves me correctly. We were touched by the fact that in spite
of the 40 or so years difference they became firm friends to the point that Marty
referred to him as “uncle Pete”. Pete was invariably cheerful, friendly, and pleasant to
talk to. We are glad to have known him and will miss him greatly.

virgil and carol scott - April 12, 2012 at 04:48 PM

“

Uncle Pete will certainly be missed! I enjoyed his lively stories and unique laugh. He
loved driving, visiting, and telling stories. I will surely miss his humourous email
jokes. Love you loads, and will miss you lots, Uncle Pete!
Am thinking about you Auntie Joan, Sharon, and Karen. My prayers and thoughts
are with you!
Love you!
Darlene

Darlene Zerr - April 11, 2012 at 07:41 PM

“

We will truly miss you Uncle Pete!
Gone from our sight, but never from our memories or heart. Your big warm smile and
trademark laugh will always bring a smile to our face.
We were so blessed that you were our “Uncle Pete”!
Larry & Linda, Bruce, Janis & Jennifer & Paul Wierbicki

The Wierbicki Family of Winnipeg - April 11, 2012 at 07:22 AM

“

We will always cherish his friendship, and we are blessed to have known the entire
Patenaude family for so long. The weekly gatherings at the mall won’t ever be the
quite the same without “Uncle Peter” and his jokes and big smile. RIP old friend!

Barci family - April 10, 2012 at 10:43 PM

“

Sharon,
Sorry to have read that your father had passed away. My thoughts and prayers are
with you during this difficult time.

Tom Erickson - April 10, 2012 at 12:23 PM

“

Sharon, I’m so sorry to hear that you and your family lost your dad. He was a great
guy and I know how important he was to you. You are in my prayers.

Susan Tyson - April 10, 2012 at 08:36 AM

“

Uncle Pete brought a lot of love and laughter into our lives and he will be greatly
missed for his contagious smile and great sense of humor. Growing up he always
had some funny story to tell and I will never forget how he always seemed to pull a
dollar out of our ears which was the greatest magic trick I have ever seen. He always
seemed to be on the go and never seemed to like to sit still for long. He was always
chatting up a storm with someone and driving about town. I will never forgot our trip
to Disneyland. I will miss his weekly email jokes and his great sense of humor. I hope
he left this world knowing how much he was loved and how many lives he touched.
May he rest in eternal peace.

Melody Gartner - April 09, 2012 at 09:51 PM

“

I was deeply saddened to learn of Pete’s passing. I met “Pete” the businessman a
year ago. It started as a business relationship, no nonsense, straight ahead, let’s get
it done. But it didn’t take long for our relationship to turn into a friendship. Pete would
stop by several times a week; he loved to reminisce about the early days when he
and Joan put their life savings on the line to buy the Lion’s Inn. They worked side by
side, fixing up the place, renting the rooms. With a smile, he would say “Ya know, we
only got twelve bucks a night back then”. He was humble, but justifiable proud of
what he and Joan were able to accomplish, the Lion’s Inn was sold, and Pete made
other good investments throughout the years. But Pete was more than the
businessman; he had an endearing quality of a story teller, and with his infectious
smile he soon ingratiated himself with the receptionists. They would call me, “Pete’s
here”, when I came downstairs, he would be chatting away with Sunny or Karen. I
miss our meetings. May your memory be eternal.

Andy Webster - April 09, 2012 at 05:09 PM

“

I was fortunate to visit with Pete almost every Mon. and Thurs. morning for the past
year over coffee at McDonald’s. I looked forward to his many stories of his life
experiences. He loved his family and his beloved Seahawks. Pete loved to reminis
about the Seahawks last game and how they could win the next one.
We’ll carry on the coffee tradition in honor of Pete. Rest in peace ‘old buddy.
Go ‘hawks!

Doug Graves - April 08, 2012 at 07:42 PM

“

Pete was by far my favorite regular down at McDonalds! I have worked for the
company for 17 years and have never met anyone as friendly as Pete!He always had
a smile on his face and a story to tell! I will miss seeing his face every morning!
Thanks for making my mornings bright Pete!! Rest in peace old buddy!!

Renae Cory - April 06, 2012 at 07:49 PM

