Arthur Caputi
April 21, 1935 - April 11, 2015

Arthur Caputi (B.S., M.S.) was born in Englewood, New Jersey on April 21, 1935. He lost
his 15 year battle with prostate cancer on April 11, 2015, and is now at rest.
Art retired in 2000 after a 50 year career with the world’s largest winery where he held the
position of Director of Research & Technical Director, ultimately retiring as Vice President
of Technical Services. He published over 30 scientific papers and holds several patents.
As a world leader in the wine industry, he served for many years as the official United
States delegate to the Wine Technology Group of Experts of the Office International de la
Vigne et du Vin (OIV) the most important international group dealing with grapes and wine.
He was also active in the OIV Subcommission on Methods of Analysis and the Group of
Experts that draws up the OIV Code of Enological Practices. In recognition of his
contributions to this organization, he was presented the OIV Award of Merit in 1999, one
of the very few Americans to be so honored.
As Chairman of the Wine Institute Technical Committee for two decades, he had been
instrumental in successfully guiding the work of that group in numerous areas critical to
the grape and wine industries. He had also headed numerous Wine Institute
subcommittees dealing with such regulatory bodies as the Bureau of Alcohol, Tobacco,
and Firearms, the Department of Agriculture, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration, both
Federal and State EPA, the California Air Resources Board and a number of water quality
and waste management agencies. He had received the highly coveted Merit Award of the
American Society for Enology and Viticulture. He had served the Society first as its
Technical Projects Director, then as President, and later as the Editor of the American
Journal of Enology and Viticulture. He acted as Enology Editor of that publication, the
most prestigious English language scientific journal in the field.
Art acted as editor of the chapter on wine analysis in the Official Methods of Analysis of
AOAC International for nearly thirty years and was elected a Fellow of that organization.
He has served as the Liaison Officer between AOAC and the American Society for
Enology and Viticulture for over 30 years. Art always remarked that the colleagues he

worked with in the wine industry were the finest people he had ever associated with.
Those who knew him knew him to be a selfless, humble, generous and kind man. He had
a great sense of humor that will be missed by many of his friends and family members. Art
was a voracious traveler and in the last several years, had discovered the joys of cruising.
He and Marti visited all continents except Antarctica. Art loved classical music and opera
ever since his days at UC Berkeley. In Bellingham, Art developed deep friendships with
the musicians of the Bellingham Festival of Music, and was a significant supporter of the
festival. He had a life-long love of fishing and woodworking, he was an accomplished
photographer, and he enjoyed boating on Bob Snowball’s boat.
He was preceded in death by his parents, Despina and Ottilio (Arthur) Caputi. Art is
survived by his wife of 52 years, Marti Cadoret Caputi of Bellingham, his daughter Amy
(David) Snyder of Las Vegas, NV, brother-in-law Charles (Margo) Cadoret of Ferndale,
and his grieving dog Duffy. Memorials may be made to the Whatcom Humane Society
(2172 Division St., Bellingham 98226) or the Bellingham Festival of Music (P.O. Box 818,
Bellingham, WA, 98227).
A brief graveside committal will be at Bayview Cemetery at 10:30 AM on Thursday, April
16th. A Celebration of Art’s life will be held on July 8th, details to be announced.
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Comments

“

I am so saddened to hear that Art is no longer with us. The wine world will not be the
same. His wisdom, generosity and humor reached out to me, a fledgling wine
scientist in Australia, over 20 years ago. Truly a life well lived. We are all the richer
for having known him. Liz Waters.

Liz Waters - May 03, 2015 at 07:57 PM

“

Art was such a kind and thoughtful person, and so respected as a professional
scientist. He will be greatly missed at this year's ASEV meeting where he was such
much at home with friends. I am very sorry to hear he has left us. Andy Waterhouse

Andrew Waterhouse - May 01, 2015 at 09:14 PM

“

I'm so aggrieved to hear that Art has left us. Indeed, the wine industry will struggle to
find a replacement for his generosity, humor, and guidance. My heart goes out to you
all.

Michelle Bowen - April 22, 2015 at 02:44 PM

“

So very sorry to learn of Art's death and your great loss. If anyone deserved to live
forever, it was he. Ray & Lois Holdridge

Ray and Lois - April 22, 2015 at 02:43 PM

“

Marti, I am so sorry for your loss you are in my thoughts. PJ and Leslie

PJ - April 20, 2015 at 01:28 PM

“

Marti, I am so sorry for your loss. May his memory be a blessing.

Marla Bronstein - April 20, 2015 at 01:27 PM

“

I worked under Art's supervision as librarian at Gallo's library. He was extremely
supportive of the education that the library provided to all aspects of the winery. He
was kind, sweet and a fine person.

Jill Elliott - April 20, 2015 at 01:27 PM

“

Many of us in the wine industry owe our jobs to Art. He was a generous and insightful
scientist, and our industry won't be the same without him.

Paul Huckaba - April 20, 2015 at 01:26 PM

“

Working for Art for 30 years as secretary at Gallo, I knew how kind and thoughtful he
could be. Marti, you and Art hold a special place in my heart. I have many fond
memories and gifts from both of you, and will cherish them all.

Sharon McDonald - April 17, 2015 at 05:09 PM

“

I always think of Art at sunset, the glorious views he and Marti so generously shared
with musicians and friends of the Bellingham Festival of Music. His legacy in
winemaking, passion for great music, his lifelong devotion to Marti; all these and
more are hallmarks of a life well lived.

Sherry Nelson - April 17, 2015 at 05:09 PM

“

A wonderful man that will be missed. Marilyn Konopka

Marilyn Konopka - April 17, 2015 at 07:25 AM

“

Rest in peace.

Robert Calvin - April 16, 2015 at 02:22 PM

“

Dear Marti and Ace I so loved Art, his intelligence, kindness and humility. He taught
me much about life, and I will miss him so much and am glad I got to know and work
with him for a time. All in my family join you in your loss and sorrow. Wendell Lee,
Ellen Sullivan, Amanda and Carissa Sullivan Lee

Wendell Lee - April 16, 2015 at 02:20 PM

“

We will miss you, Art! A good friend and mentor, and the reason for us moving to live
in the States. Greg & Pam Hodson

Greg and Pam - April 16, 2015 at 02:18 PM

“

My heart goes out to you and Amy at this difficult time. I wish I had the chance to
meet him.He sounds like a wonderful man.

Tracy Sully - April 16, 2015 at 02:12 PM

“

Dear Marti and Amy, Sarah and I send along our loving thoughts and prayers to both
of you. Such a wonderful write-up of all Art meant to you and the wider community.
We have missed you here and are happy that you found a good community in
Bellingham, WA. Our love to both of you. Nancy Howard

Nancy Howard - April 16, 2015 at 02:11 PM

“

Truly a great friend, always there, will be missed. Chuck and Margo Cadoret

Cadoret - April 16, 2015 at 02:10 PM

“

Friend lit a candle in memory of Arthur Caputi

friend - April 16, 2015 at 02:00 PM

“

To Marti and Amy, we send our most heartfelt condolences.
Although we are not there to give you hugs, we send prayers to embrace you.
Truly, you will miss Art's presence, his wisdom, his spirit and his energy. The
wonderful "Bee" article presented Art's life, his accomplishments and his
contributions. However, it couldn't capture---in print---the essence of his most
important roles: husband and father. From Mary Jane's through Downey and beyond,
DAD---accompanied by mom--- was always there to offer love, support,
encouragement and directionality to his precious Amy- Throughout the years, we had
the opportunity to observe Art enjoying this parental role..
We will cherish many memories of the fine man. May Art's memory be eternal.
George and Donna Blanas
Frank Blanas and Family
Note to Amy and Marty:
I'm sorry that I couldn't share this; you may if you wish...or retain it privately. Love,
Donna

George & Donna Blanas - April 16, 2015 at 10:44 AM

“

Art and I were walking along the National Mall in Washington DC one summer day in
1998 or so. The weather was gorgeous, and we’d just finished a meeting with
members of the FDA where we talked about the critical action of voluntary wine
industry-wide monitoring of ethyl carbamate levels. It was Art and me, and as I was
talking to him about something I’d heard at the meeting, I noticed he wasn't next to
me. I saw him fifteen yards away, talking to a diminutive Asian woman who must
have been all of five feet tall. She was having trouble hanging an oversized paper
mache bagel onto a hook on the awning of her food truck that was a little too high off
the ground and just out of her reach, and Art had seen her struggling and went over
to help. I stopped and watched him. Art towered over her, and was saying something
to her that made her laugh, and then he took the fake bagel, hung it onto the hook,
and walked back to me. I remember him saying when he returned: “My dad always
said it doesn’t cost anything to be nice to someone.”
Of all of the things that I've ever learned in Washington, it was that lesson that I will
always cherish. It’s not just the simple act of his kindness, but the realization that
kindness and generosity drove everything that Art did. I was fortunate enough to
have witnessed it in his interactions with heads of state and federal agencies down to
the bagel lady, and it’s made me appreciate every moment, every conversation that
I've ever had with him. Knowing Art enriched my life. I always knew that I was in the
presence of greatness when I was with him, that he was the best of men, someone
that earned the respect of his peers and his friends, even in the face of his own selfimposed and unrestrained modesty, because he never ever thought of himself in that
way. Every experience with Art was an improbable yet welcomed, and at times much
needed, moment of grace for which I am thankful.
Art always found the time to be gracious, to allow a kindness unsolicited, to always
be reaching out with sure hands and a heart filled with love. You will be missed, my
friend.
Me ke aloha, Art. A hui hou kakou.
Wendell Lee
Wine Institute

Wendell Lee` - April 14, 2015 at 05:36 PM

“

Arthur's photo in his obituary indicates so much about this noble, cultured gentleman.
His warm smile, his spirited upward glance all indicative of his zest and love of life. At
the forefront of this love and dedication was his dear wife Marti along with his dog
Duffy whose ears flopped in the wind as they passed me by on Chuckanut Mountain.
Then there was his love and passion for great classical music expressed by his
magnanimous contributions to the Bellingham Festival of Music and various
musicians. We of course cannot forget his love of fine wine along with his depth of
knowledge and bountiful contributions to the art and science of viticulture. Thank You
Art! You indeed will be missed and remembered by many. We promise to take good
care of your beloved wife Marti who has taken such good care of you. May you rest
in peace!
Neighbor, friend and one who shares some of your many passions,
Andrew Moquin

Andrew Moquin - April 14, 2015 at 10:20 AM

“

Marti and Duffy
Wendell Lee's Washington, DC story about Art's kindness glows with the love we all felt for
Art (but which I cannot express as articulately)
We are so glad that Art celebrated his life throughout his career and then fully continued to
celebrate in his retirement.
He was an inspiration to us all.
Condolences
Ann Noble (UCDavis)
Ann Noble - May 02, 2015 at 01:26 PM

