Ariel L. Deer
July 20, 1937 - February 29, 2016

Ariel L. Deer, of Bellingham, WA, passed away Monday, February 29, 2016 at Whatcom
Hospice House. She was 78, born on July 20, 1937 in Shelton, WA, the youngest
daughter of seven children born to Harold and Martha (Wagner) Dunbar.
Ariel was raised in Shelton and graduated from Shelton High School in 1955, where she
was selected Forest Festival Queen. She married Ted Deer on September 13, 1958 in
Shelton. In 1966 Ariel and Ted moved their family to Bellingham. Ariel loved singing,
music, painting and art as well as gardening. She was an active member of Faith Lutheran
Church, where she served in many roles, including Choir Director for several years.
Ariel was preceded in death by her sister and her three brothers and is survived by her
husband Ted; daughters, Teryl Orrico and Pam Deer; two granddaughters, Sarah and
Paige Orrico; sister Lee Kingery; brother Gene (Barb) Dunbar; sister-in-law Virginia
Dunbar and many nieces and nephews.
Ariel was a loving and kind wife, mother, sister, grandmother and friend to many and she
will be greatly missed. Memorials may be made to Faith Lutheran Church, 2750 McLeod
Rd., Bellingham, 98225. Services will be held at 2:00 p.m. on Saturday, March 5, 2016, at
Faith Lutheran Church. Reception following. Pastor Sharon Swanson will be officiating.
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Faith Lutheran Church
2750 McLeod Rd, Bellingham, WA, US, 98225

Comments

“

Guest lit a candle in memory of Ariel L. Deer

guest - March 08, 2016 at 11:02 AM

“

I am saddened to hear of Ariel's passing and my sympathy and prayers are with Ted
and their daughters. I met Ariel in the late 70's when we sat by each other in the
Whatcom Chorale. It was a pleasure to sit beside her and hear her beautiful voice
and share our love for music. For several years we pooled rides to choir and it was
always fun to visit. I was so pleased when Ariel and Ted moved into our Village here
in Cordata. I was hoping to have a chance to reconnect but sadly they weren't here
long because Ariel was having health issues. Ariel was a wonderful person and she
will be missed.
Ann Hovenier

Ann Hovenier - March 03, 2016 at 06:39 PM

“

My thoughts & prayers go out to Ted & family. Ariel was a very sweet & kind person.
Such a joy to have as a friend. Have many happy memories of fun times shared with
Ariel at Faith Lutheran Church. Our world need more like her. There is a empty space
with out her with us!!!! We have a Very Special Guardian Angel looking down on us
24/7. I know Ariel & best friend Marlene. have started their own choir up in heaven!!!!!
R.I.P. Ariel

Linda Lundberg - March 02, 2016 at 07:43 PM

“

Such a beautiful kind hearted woman. Forever grateful to Ted and Ariel for their friendship
with my mother Marjorie Haines and the years they picked her up at the Willows to take her
to Faith for church. My thought are with you Ted, and your family.
Teresa Gessell
Teresa Gessell - March 04, 2016 at 10:42 AM

“

Hi, Ted. Sorry to hear about Ariel. We couldn't believe that she passed away so soon. Our
heart goes out to you and your family. When I was hospitalized, she cooked soup for Tom
and my sick mother. It helped get them through many difficult days. We will never forget her

kindness, thoughtfulness and her smiling face. If there is anything we could do, please let
us know. We pray for you and your family. Peace be with you.
Tom and Junko
Junko Roehl - March 04, 2016 at 04:53 PM

“

P.S.
Hi, Ted. We wanted to come to the funeral and service but unfortunately we came down
with a cold. Sorry we can't come.
Tom & Junko
Junko Roehl - March 04, 2016 at 04:57 PM

“

Dear Ted, Teryl, Pam,
We were sorry to learn today that Ariel had passed away while we were on vacation. Our
hearts go out to you! Every encounter we had with Ariel was a pleasure, and we were
neighbors on Cliffside Drive and again many years later at Padden Hills Court. We have
missed seeing you except for chance meetings at the Grace Cafe. Ariel was a giving,
sweet and talented woman and I'll remember how she loved her daughters and
grandchildren. What a lovely spot she helped create in the backyard for those special visits.
She was a gentle, caring and hard working person and lived her faith. Peace be with you.
Beth and Dick Anderson
Beth Anderson - March 13, 2016 at 10:55 PM

