Ann Halverson
March 21, 2011

12/25/1914-03/21/2011
Ann Halverson passed away on March 21st, 2011 at the age of 96. Although she made
her home in Bellingham for 51 years she was a native of New York. Ann worked as an
administrative assistant for the political science department of Western Washington
University for 21 years. She was preceded in death by her husband Gil Halverson and son
Jim Halverson. Ann was best known for her New York accent, her love of feeding people
and cooking, and most notably her unique sense of humor. Ann was always young at
heart and had a passion for traveling the world. She is survived by her son James Boylan
and daughter in law April Joy of Chandler, Arizona, as well as her daughters Janet
Starkenburg and Rhoda Fickel. She had 9 grandchildren, 10 great-grandchildren, and her
siblings Dorothy Heller, Jeanne Valenti, and Michael Holcek. A celebration of Ann’s life
will be held at Westford’s Broadway Hall, 1300 Broadway in Bellingham on Saturday, April
30th at 1:00 pm.

Comments

“

We we very lucky to know Ann for a few years; what a pleasure that was, she had a
great sense of humor and a kind word for every occasion. Ann was a wonderful and
caring person, and we will always remember her.

Yuliya Knowlton, Tatyana Subbotina - April 30, 2011 at 03:12 AM

“

Erin:
Aunt Ann was my mother, Dorothy Heller’s big sister. We have all lost a wonderful,
funny, loving family member. I know my Mom will miss her alot as she was her only
family living in the Bellingham area. I have many fond childhood memories of
listening to my Mom and Aunt Ann “yakking” in our kitchen. I always tried to mimic
their accents but never could. Aunt Ann was a “modern women” way before it was in
fashion. She had such a sparkling personality that drew people to her. You just
couldn’t resist it. My Mom and Aunt Ann’s sisterly relationship helped shape my
loving, close relationship with my own sisters and I am blessed to have such strong
role models in my life. Aunt Ann will be greatly missed but I have many memories
that will keep her alive in my heart forever. Our prayers are with you and your family
and we hope your memories of Ann will help you through this sad time. We will see
you on Saturday to celebrate Aunt Ann’s wonderful life.
God Bless, Teresa, Karl, Jessica and Cassie Swope

Teresa Heller Swope - April 28, 2011 at 11:17 PM

“

I will always cherish the fond memories and conversations I’ve had with Ann. I liked
hearing her New York accent. It was easy for me to have treated her like my own
grandmother. She was a beautiful lady inside and out, with quite a sense of humor.
Shewill be greatly missed.

Toni Varang - April 24, 2011 at 11:47 PM

“

I worked in the Political Science office with Ann when I was a student in the late 60's.
What a role model she was – in so many ways. She was the first to give me a love of
cooking and we would pour over recipes all the time. I still have recipes that we
clipped together and shared. And she was gracious in so many ways. She was one
of the most self-less people I have ever known. I too didn’t know she was still in
Bellingham; I’m sorry I didn’t keep in touch.

Debbie Adelstein - April 01, 2011 at 08:12 AM

“

I knew Ann when she worked at Western in the mailroom, before Political Science.
James was in college at Western and Ann would make his lunch from scratch each
noon. My boys and I had dinner with her several times. I have Ann’s wonderful
sourcream nut cake recipe, which has always been a hit. I’m sorry I didn’t realize she
still lived in Bellingham. The obituary description sounds just like Ann those many
years ago.

Patricia Karlberg - March 31, 2011 at 05:45 PM

“

Ann: I will miss you so so much, you love and your
great smile will alwas be with me. I will also
remember the times that we would go out to lunch
and dinner. The goodtimes will be with me all
the time. Love you JAYNE

Jayne Witman - March 30, 2011 at 08:30 PM

